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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n, and Tead prayers.

QUESTIONS.

GUILDFORD ROAD.
As to Disrepair neqr Whatley Siding.
Mr. BRADY asked the
Works:

(1) Has any arrangement been made be-
tween the (overnment and the Bayswater
Road Board to straighten or repair the main
Guildford-road approaching the level cross-
ing near Whatley Siding, Bayswater?

(2) Tf the answer is ‘‘Yes'’ will be ex-
pedite the work in view of the dangerous
stateyof the road at present?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

Minister for

[ASSEMBLY.]

I would further advise the hon. member
that a talk on the road question is out-
standing as between the Main Roads De-
partment and the local authorities, but a
date for that meeting has not yet heen de-
cided upon.

COAL.
Ag to Imports and Price.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Mines:

(1) What was the total tonnage of coal
imported into Western Australia from all
sources for the period 1st July, 1938, to
30th June, 19399

{2) What is the present price per ton

lof Neweastle coal landed f.o.b. Fremantle?

The \IINISTER FOR LANDS rephed
(1) 72,985 tons.
(2) The price varies from shipmen{ to

shipment and according to the class and
source of the coal

The last shipment was from the ‘‘River
Hunter’” in Jure, 1949, the price being
78s. 8d. per ton c.i.f. Fremantle for gas
eoal plus 4s. 8d. per ton for port charges.
For bunker coal the price was 76s. 4d. e.if.
Fremantle plus 4s. 8d. per ton port charges. .

TROLLEYBUS SERVICES,

As to Projected Mt, Hawthorn Roule.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the
Transport:

(1) What distance will the trolleybusses
travel in Hobart-street and Edinborough-
street in effecting a turn-round at the pro-
posed terminus at Oxford-street, Mt. Haw-
thorn?

(2) What is the distanee from the pro-
posed terminus to the present tram terminus
in Mt. Hawthorn?

(3) Is he aware that a number of resi-
dents in Mt. Hawthorn will be penalised
in eonneetion with transport if the above
proposed terminus is insisted upon?

Minister for

{4) Has any consideration been given to
making the trolleybus terminug at the junc-
tion of the Boulevarde and Dover-street
with Secarborough Beach-road?

(5) If not, will he inquire into the ad-
visability of mafkmg such terminos at the
location ?

~
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) 17 chains.
(2) 18 chains.

(3) No, s the Osborne Park omnibus
and the Scarborough Beach omnibus pass
through Mt, Hawthorn, and if it is found
necessary an Oshorne Park bus serviee will
be angmented.

(4) No.

(3) No, for the reasons given in answer
to Ne. (3).

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

As to Taxi Hire for Deparimental Use.

Hon. A. A. M. COYERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairg:

(1) What amount of taxi hire, for depart-
mental officers’ use, hag already been paid
to R. S. Maxted, Derby?

(2) Is the taxi still in use by the Depart-

ment, and what further amounts are expected
to be paid to R. §. Maxted?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the

Minister for Native Affairs) replied:

(1) Taxi hire aceounts from R. S. Maxted,
Derby, amount to £144.

(2) The toxi is still in use by Mr. 8.
Elliott-Smith, Northern Administrator for
the Department, who is engaged on an ad.
ministrative inspection of the northern por.
tion of the State. It is not known at present
what further amounts are expected to be
paid to Mr. Maxted. '

Further use of the vehicle concerned is
contingent upon the purchase of a motor
utility which has been on order since March
last, and has not yet been supplied.

The milerge rate of ls. 3d. payable for
the taxi hire is not considered to be excessive
and the Department is fortunate in heing
able to obtain such a means of transport.
Mileage rates payable to police officers in
the Kimberley area are at least eguivalent
to this figure, and in some instances higher
rates up to at least ls. 4d. per mile are
acknowledged. The use of this vehicle has
made it possible for the work of this De-

partment to proceed, without which the -

genior administrative officers of the Depart-
ment would have beer immobilised.
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EDUCATION. '
Ag to Buntine Sehool Shelter Shed.

Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to an
article in the issue of “The West Australian”
dated the 16th August, 1949, coneerning
Buntine school shelter shed?

(2) Can be state on what date was the
contract let, and to whom?

{3) As timber will be required for the
builcing of this shed, will he have full in-
quiry made with a view to making thig
material available?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes

(2) 20th Deeember, 1948. Mr. E. Waite.
(3) Recent information indicates that the

contractor has had snpplies forwarded to
Buntine. Further inquiries are being made.

WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Plan for Wongan and Midland
Districts. .

Mr.
Water Supply:

(1) What progress has been made with
the proposed plan to provide water supplies
to towns slong the Wongan and Midland
lines?

(2) Is it the intention of the Department
to give priority to any town in the scheme?

(3} Would Morawa be considered as a’
town and distriet most in need of water for
domestic and rural requirements?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) It is anticipated that plans and sur-
veys for the towns along the Wongan and
Midland lines will be completed by June,
1950, and that eonstruetion work will eom-
mence. about September, 1050.

(2) The order of earrying out the work
will be determined by the Government on
the basis of urgency after plans and esti-
mates have been completed.

{3) Answered by (2).

BRAND asked the Minister for
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DIVORCE INQUIRY AGENTS.

As te Control, -

Hon. A. H, PANTON (without notice)
asked the Attorney General:

In view of the cenmsuring by the Chief
Justice of one, Roy Mansfleld, will he give
consideration to exercising some control over
these alleged divorce agents?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

I will consider what the Chief Justice has
said with a view to acquiring a proper ap-
preciation of hig remarks.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Something ought to
be done.

POTATOES DISPOSAL SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, the time
for bringing up the report of the Select
Committee was extended for three weeks.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING._
1, Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment (No. 2).
Transmitted to the Couneil.
2, Wheat Pool Aect Amendment (No. 3).
Returned to the Council with amend-
ments. .
3, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment.
Returned to the Council with an amend-
ment,

BILL—CITY OF PERTH SCHEME FOR
SUPERANNUATION (AMENDMENTS
AUTHORISATION) (No. 2).

Second Reading.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [4.41] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The Bill is a
necessary corollary to the transfer of the
Eleetrieity and Gas Department from the
Perth City Council to the State Govern-
ment. ‘With the transfer, all the employees
of the City Electricity and Gas Depari-
ment who were covered by the municipal
superannuation scheme are now, of course,
nnder the provisions of the Superannuation
and Family Bepefits Aet. That being so,
consequential amendments to the applicable
legislation are necessary. The present Aet
provides for the payment of an annual
sum, not exeeeding £1,700, from the Elee-
tricity and (las Department and a further
annnal sum, not exceeding £1800, from
other departments of the municipal couneil.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Bill provides for the deletion of the
sum to be paid from the Eleetricity and
Gag Department, as the necessary amount
in connection with the officers and wages
employees affected will now be provided by
the State Electricity Commission under the
terms of purchase of the Electricity and
Gas Department by the Government. The
period of years for the couneil to contri-
bute its sum, which is not to exceed £1,800,
has been reduced from 21 years fo 19
years. This is due to the fact that two
yearly payments have already been made
since the Act was amended in 1947, Cer-
tain alterations are also mnecessary with
regard to the constitution of the board
owing to the transfer of the department to
the State Eleetricity Commission, which
involves an amendment to paragraph (4).
There is now no electricity and gas com-
mittee of the couneil and the Bill, there-
fore, seeks to alter the Aect to refer to “‘a
member of the Electricity Committee.”

" Another amendment deals with the
Superannuation Fund Board, one member
of which was the general mansager of the
Electricity and Gas Department. As there
is now no sueh position in the couneil, it
is’ proposed to substitute the words ‘‘the
City Trensurer of the council for the time
being.’’ Then again an alteration is neces-
sary to paragraph {1} of the definition of
“‘officer’’ owing to the Eleetrieity and
Gas Department no longer being under the
control of the Perth City Couneil. These
are the amendments embodied in the Bill
which contming nothing of a controversial
nature. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

THE MINISTER FOB LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT (Hon. A. F» Watis—Eatan-
ning) [4.44]: The member for Perth was
good enongh some days agoe to supply me
with a copy of the Bill and I therefore
have no intention of holding up its passage
by asking for an adjournment of the de-
bate. I have, both personally and through
departmental offieers concerned, examined
this measure and find it is strictly in
accordance with the views expressed hy
the hon. member. As a consequence of the
transfer of the Electricity and Gas Depart-
ment of the Perth City Couneil to the State
Flectricity Commission, the amendments
sought are necessary. Fuorthermore, the
changes in the superannuation eoncerns of
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the employees effected as they now come
under the Government scheme, involve the
further amendments outlined, in conse-
quence of the alteration in the manage-
ment. The other amendmenis in -the Bill
are considered to be necessary- and I sup-
port the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

MOTION-PRICES CONTROL.
Ads to Appointment of Commission.

Debate resumed for the 14th July, on the
following motion by Houn. A. R. G. Hawke:—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment ghould introduce legislation to estab-
lisk a Prices Commission and to give con-
sumers .and business interests direct repre-
sentation thereon with an jndependent chair-

man appointed by the Government.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland} [4.49]:
I support the motion whieh seeks to set up
contro] of prices by a commission of three
in place of the single 2onirel that opecates
at present. In my opinion, prices control
in the hands of one man has failed, just as
land sales control hag failed in the hands of
one man, The stage has been reached in
our social and eeonomic advaneement when
in the interests of industrial peace, we
should have a commission of three along the
lines suggested by the memter for Northam
in order mainly to proteet thc consumers by
seeing that prices are kept within bounds
and that a position is not set up that most
of us do not desire to see.

Under the present method the consumers
are at a very great disadvantage, through
not having a direct representative to submit
their point of view when prices are being
fixed. I understand that at present if a
manufacturer goes to the Prices Commis-
sioner and puts certain figures before him
and convinees him that increased charges
are necessary, they are allowed by the Com-
missioner. My view is that the reaction of
the eonsumers should be considered, and that
they should have some say as to whether
the pronosed inereases are justified. They
should be able to question whether the
manufacturer has put up a good case.
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The Attorney General: Mr. Mathea is the
consumers’ representative. That is what he
ig there for. .

Mr. BRADY: It is obvious that he has
not been doing his job—

The Attorney General: I am glad you
admit that that is your view.

Mr. BRADY: —hecause prices have got
ouf, of hand in all directions and blackmarket-
ing is prevelant. A few months age in this
Chamber the member for Pilbara asked the
Minister in charge of prices control how
many inspectors were engaged in the admin-
istration of this department and how many
prosecutions for irregular prices had been
made, I understand from the records in

. "“Hansard” that the Minister said there were

66 inspeectors and there had been no convie-
tions.

The Attorney General: I did not say there
had been no convictions.

Mr. BRADY: That was in “Hansard.”
It was stated there had been no convictions,
and yet 66 inspectors were supposed to be
policing the matter! If Mr. Mathea i do-
ing hig job, he is doing it for one side only.
I have had three personal experiences with
the department, and in every instance the
staff flew to the protection of the retailer.
I instanced a case in the House previously
in which a man charged 2s. over the fixed
price for cleaning suits.

The Attorney General: How long ago%

Mr. BRADY: That was about Marech,
1947. That was certainly under Common-
wealth control; but just as Mr. Mathea and
hiy staff were lax in that peried, so they
are lax now. The member for Pithara mem-
tioned that a butecher in his district was
charging 5d. a Ib over the fixed price for a
certain eut of meat,

The Attorney General: T do not take
much notice of anyone who does not report
these things.

Mr. BRADY : One has to report them and
then go along and prove them, hut T say
it is the job of the officer in charge of price-
fixing to do that. Tf there were more con-
victions there would be less overcharging.
The consumers should have direct represen-
tation on the board with Mr. Mathea. He is
trying to do his job-.as far as he can see it,
but he does not know all the angles. Busi-
ness people get up to all sorts of ramps to
dodge price-fixing, The sort of thing they
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do is evident from the amount of income
taxation they dodge. Almost daily we read
in the newspaper of big businessmen hav-
ing been fined for evading their responsi-
bilities to the Taxation Department, In
the ‘same way they are making huge profits
. at the expense of the consumers through
. badly controlled price-fixing.

So I am a]l with the member for Northam
in tryiug to get some betier system of con-
trol; since if we do not, there will be quite
a lot of industrial trouble beeause workers
will argue that the basic wage is not suffi-

cient "and that margins allowed to trades-
men are not as great as they are entitled
to. Somebody must control the position. If
it were the Arbitration Court, that would
suit me beeause we have a consumers’
representative, to some extent, in the per-
son of the workers’ tepresentative on
that bench. In the debate on price con-
trol in the Victorian Parliament in Oectober,
1948, since price control was taken over by
the State, one member quoted a draper who
had a turnover of £200,000 a year and
£8006,000 worth of stoek which he was hold-
"ing so that when subsidies were lifted he
eould benefit from the inereased prices and
hoost hia profits.

As that is done In Victoria, so it is done
in Western Australia and in every other
State where there is not preper control.
This man had £800,000 worth of stock, four
times more than his annual turnover! That
is the sort of thing that is being done in
the retail trade by business people who are

working within the law. If the law allows

them to do this sort of thing, they will do
it. On the other hand, if there were a
eonsumers’ representative and a manufac-
turers’ representative on a price-fixing
commission, both sides wanld see that their
respective seetions were protected as far as
possible, and they might be able to put Mr,
Mathea and his staff up to some of the
dodges that are prevalent at the moment.

One man who supplies raw materials to
a manufacturer in the city told me reeently
that as the result of a certain individual
introducing a patent into his factory, he
has reduced his costs by 50 per cent. at
least. I doubt whether the benefit of that
has been passed on to the consumers. This
person is so astute that he will not let any
apprentices learn the new proecess. He is

keeping it in his own family and refusing

(ASSEMBLY.]

apprenticeship to returned soldiers so that
he can rake off extra profit. One day last
week a eabinet maker told me that he did
eertain work for an antique dealer in Perth
as a result of which the dealer would make
100 per cent. profit. There are two examples
of what can be done if the consumers do
not have a representative on a price-fixing
hoard. I think it is obvious from the in-
crease J4n prices of late that something
should be' done to proteet the workers, if
not the employers.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: I'rices of antiques
are not controlled at all.

Mr. BRADY: I want My gquote from a
hooklet entitled ‘‘Economic and Finaneial
Survey of Australia (1947-1948)," which
is in the Parliamentary Library. The book-
let was published by a firm koown as Birt
and Company (Pty.) Limited, and on page
T appears the following:—

The rise in the cost of living is more real

than the offidial C/L figures suggest. Though
wages generally are practieally 100 per cent.
higher than the average of 1938-39 and, for
very many, supplemented by a much wuier .
and more generous system of social services,
there ts a constant demand for further wage
incraese to meet the equal]y constant nse in
prices.
I mention that particular aspect of the cost
of living figures becanse the Aeting Premier
when replying to the member for Northam
when this motion was first introdueed, said
that the cost of living fignres had not risen
as steeply since the State had taken charge
of price-fixing as when the Commonwealth
was in control. Yet we have a booklet
printed late this year in which it is stated
that despite the fact that wages have gone
up 100 per cent. and the cost of living
fizures showed that there has been an in-
erease, the cost of living figures compiled
by the Statistieian do not show the aetual
increase iu prices. I want to quote some
figures which were compiled by .o certain
orgapisation, covering the cost of catering
for approximately 100 people for one month
in the years 1947, 1948 and 1949. In Aug-
ust, 1947, the cost of supplying meals, in-
cluding ment, to those 100 people, was £30
0s. 6d., in August, 1948, it was £64 9s. 104.,
and in July, 1949, it was £80. In other
words the inerease in the cost of meat, be-
tween August, 1947, and July, 1949, was
133 per cent.

The Attorney General: Do ‘you say the
cost was £80 for 100 peoplet
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Mr. BRADY: Yes, they were catered for
by this establishment,

The Attorney Genersl: Over what period
were they catered for?

Mr. BRADY: One month, and the number
of people was the same in each year. For
groceries the cost in Angust, 1947, was £47,
and in July, 1949 it was £60. For milk, in
August, 1947, the cost was £11 19s. In Aug-
ust, 1948, it was £18 18s., and'in July, 1949,
it was £24. The cost of preengroceries in
August, 1947, was £27, in August, 1948, it
was £48 and in July, 1949, it was £51.

The Attorney General: Mr. Pollard says
the price of milk should be forther in-
creased.

Mr. BRADY : T do not know what he says,
but the time has arrived when the consumer
should be protected against what is taking
place. When on the hustings, the present
Government told the people that if they
would vote for State control the Government
would prevent prices going up. The people
believed that story and voted accordmgly_.
but prices are still rising.

The Acting Premier: We said only that
we would do as well as the Commonwealth
Government conld do in preventing a rise
in prices.

Mr. BRADY : The Acting Premier endeav-
oured to show that certain figures had not
gone up. I would remind him that the
figures supplied by the Statistician do not
deal with half the eommodities used in the
average household. Fish, vegetables ind so
on are not dealt with and the workers do
not get the benefit in the fixing of the basic
wage. When at Collie during the recent coal
dispute I saw rabbits being sold for 1s. 3d.
each in the shops, and at the same time in
Perth they were selling for 2s. 6d. That is
& 100 per cent. increase, and freight eonld
not possibly nccount for it. Candles were
selling for 7d. each in Perth but eould be
bought in Collie in packets for 3d. each. Yei
we are told that the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner is doing his job.

- Members wishing to check my figures have
only to see the Controller of Parliament
House, Mr. Roberts, who looks after our
catering. I asked him to get ont for me the
figures I\have quoted. They are a practical

and positive demonstration that the cost of .
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living is getting out of hand. The time is
long overdue when the consumers shtuld be
given representation on the price-fixing tri-
bunal of this State in order that they may be
protected. The position regarding a lot of
items, the prices of which are fized, is such
that large private firms that have no price-
fixing are making high profits, and are able
to draw workers away from essential indus-
tries hy offering higher wages and better
conditions. Unless certain luxury lines are
brought under control essential industries
will be short of manpower and numercus

-commodities will go up in price still further,

either on the black market or by virtue of
the fact that inereased wages will have to be
paid to induce workers to remain id those
industries.

The Attorney General: Do you think
workers should be pegged to their employ-
ment ?

Myr, BRADY.: No, hat that they should be
paid sufficient wages and given sufficiently
good conditions to keep them in their jobs.
The Minister for Railways gave a classic
example yesterday when he said that 144 men
had recently left the railway workshops to
go to other jobs where they would have im-
proved conditions.

The Attorney General: You do not agree
with that?

Mr. BRADY: I do not agree with the
railways paying less or offering worse con-
ditions than do outside firms. Luxury lines
such as radios, clectric washing-machines and
other non-essentials are attracting workers
into those industries, by viriue of higher
wages and better amenities, and essential in-
dustries are struggling for manpower with
which to keep going. . v

The Attorney General: That would not
apply to Western Australia, in regard to the
items you have mentioned.

Mr. BRADY: If the consumers had re-
presentation on the price-fizing tribunal they
could make recommendations as to what was
required to keep essential industries in a
position where they could sell their produets
at rensonable prices and pay wages sufficient
to hold their workers against competition by
other industries. The eontinued inérease in
prices will reduce the spending power of
the people generally and such a reduetion

’
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will create a surpius of geods in certain
shops, and therefore unemployment. In-
dustries that would receive the benefit of
price-fixing directly or indirectly will shortly
find, if price-fixing is not taken in hand, that
they will have a surplus of goods, with con-
sequent .unemployment. That is another
angle that the Gtovernment should consider
in sopport of the suggestion that there
should be a consumer’s representative on the
price-fixing tribunal to see that prices are
kept at reasonable levels, so that money will
go further and be spread over a wider range
of industries. I support the member for
Northam in his desire to have on the Price
Fixing Commission representatives of both
sides.

On motion by Hon. A. A. M. Coverley,
debate adjourned. :

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [5.8] in
moving the second reading said: The pur-
pose of this Bili is to amend two seafions
of the Electoral Act in a modified way, and
I hope the Attorney General and the House
will agree to those amendments. I think it
will be agreed that it is the job of Parlia-
ment, in connection with the Eleetora! Act,
to make it as easy as possible for electors
to get on the roll and remain on it,
because it is compulsory for eleetors to do
both those things. I feel that the Aect re-
quires a thorough overhanl. Some of its
provisions are vague and it has not been
properly reviewed since the compulsory
voting provisions were introduced. I
therefore tHink we should do something
to make it easier for electors—partienlarly
in the back country—to remain on the roll
once they have filled in claim cards and
lodged them with the Registrar. The first
amendment contained in the Bill is to See-
tion 45 of the parent Act. Section 45,
Subsection {2) reads—

Every person who is enrolled on the roll of
any district or sub-district, and who changes
his place of living from one address in the
distriet or sub-distriet to another address
therein, shall make, sign, and deliver a new
¢laim within 21 days after the change, to the
Registrar of the district or sub-distriet.

[ASSEMBLY.]

There is a penalty of £2 for the elector
failing to do that. 1 would like to have
added to that subsection a proviso reading
as follows:—

Provided that the name of any person
whose occupation is of a nomadic character
and whose address on the roll i outside the
boundaries of a municipal district or town-
site shall not be removed from the roll solely
on the ground that he has changed bhis place
of residence vo:ithin the same distriet,

It has been my expefience, and that of

‘other members representing outlying elee-

torates, that the names of many electors
have been siruck off the rolls, though the
people concerned have not moved outside
the boundaries of those electorates. I
refer to people whose occupations are
of a nomadic character—prospectors, well-
sinkers, miners and others. It is unreason-
ahle to expect workers of that nature to be
eternally filling in new claim ecards. It is
difficuit enough to get them to fill in claim
cards and get their names on the rell in
the first place. They shounld not have to
fill in perhaps three cards in a year to re-
tain their names on the roll.

I recently had an argument with the
Flectoral Registrar on this point. He is
Mining Registrar also, aud apparently has
not sufficient work in that capaeity to keep
him busy. He makes it as difficult as pos-
sible for the nomadic worker to keep his
name on the roll. He told me that he would
on every possible occasion object to a man’s
name being on the roll if he knew that that
man was not at the address shown on the
roll. He said that his job was to administer
the Act, and that he would do it. Normally
it does not matter mueh, but it is impor-
tant when an election is approaching that
men who are entitled to believe their names
are on the roll should not find that they have
heen struck off simply becaunse they have
moved 50 or 60 miles away in the same dis-
triet.

I do not think the Act gives the Registrar
the right to object to a man's name being
on the roll, and have it removed solely be-
cause he has left his place of residence if
he is still in the same district. The only
reference to the change of residence that
I ean find in the Act is in Section 45, which
gtates that a man may be fined £2. It gives
the Registrar no right to strike that man’s
name from the roll because he has changed
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hizs address. I asked the following ques-
tion of the Attorney General a week or two
ago:i— .

What section of the Eleetoral Aect gives
power to FEieetoral Registrars to object to
the name of amy elector remaining on the roll
solély because the elector is at a different
placo of residence to that shown on the roll,
althongh still in the same gdistriet?

The Attorney (eneral replied:—

Seetion 48 of the Electoral Aet, 1907-1948,
ig tho section which gives Electoral Registrars
the right to object to any name on the roll
That is the seetion upon which Eleetoral
Registrars rely. Section 48 sets out the
procedure when objections to enrolment are
to be made. It states—

{1) Any name on the roll may be objected
to—

(b) by the Registrar.

but later in Subsection (2) the following
provision applies:—

(d) The Registrar shall give notice to
the objector and the person objected to of
the day and ploee appeinted for the hear-
ing, and a copy of the objection, setting
forth the grounds thereof, shall be sent
therewith to the person objected to.

The ground for objection which the Regis-
trar states on the form sent to the elector
is that he is not at the address shown on
the roll. Surely the Attorney General will
agree with me that the Electoral Registrar
has to act in eonformity with the Aep. T
have heen unable to find any section which
gives the Repistrar power f{o object be-
cause a man has changed his place of resi-
dence. All that the Act states is that the
man may be fined £2. Let us see what See-
tion 17 says. If reads—

Division (1)—Qualifications of FEleetors,

17. (1) (¢) has lived in the distriet or,
when a distriet iz divided into sub-districts,
in the sub-district, for whieh he claims to be
enrolled for n continuous peried of one
month immediately preceding the date of this
claim,

That period has now been amended to three
months. Subsection (1} (e) continues —

shall be entitled, subject to the provisions of
this Act, to be enrolled as an eleetor, and
when enrolled

and this is the important part—

and so long as he continueg to live in the
district for which he is enrolled, to vote at
any polling-place in the district at the elee-
tion of a member of the Leglslatwe Asgsembly
for that district.
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Yot a specified address in the district! As
long as he lives in the distriet this Aet gives
him pcower fo stay enrolled and to vote. I
asked the Crown Law Department to point
out to me any section in the Act which gave
the Registrar power to remove a man's name
becanse he had changed his address in a
district, The department could not do that
and npeither could the Attorney General
when I psked him.

The Attorney General: If a man objects
to heving his name taken off the roll, it will
not he done.

Mr, RODOREDA : That is not the point.
The peint is that the Registrar’s grounds of
objestion are not in conformity with the
Aet. That is what I want remedied. Tt is .
useless for the Attorney General to adopt
that attitude. I am trying to protect people
in the back country who never see a notice
of objection. The Act states that the potice
of objection shall be posted to an elector
and that he should be given more than seven
days in which to reply. The matter is en-
tirely in the hands of the Registrar. e can
give the elector 14 days in which to reply
and in 14 or even 21 days the men whom
I am trying to protect would not even have
received the notice of the grounds of his
objertion,

An amending Bill was put before the
House last year to provide for the registra-
tion of these notices of objection, and to
ensure that the electors would receive them
or that they would be 'returned. It is
ridienlous for a Registrar to send a
notice to a place where he knows the man
does not reside. These men do not leave ad-
dresses behind them and, if they did, half
the time these notices of objection would not
be forwarded on to them. For that reason
T hope something will be done to overcome
that position. It is grossly unfair to expect
men to he filling in eclaim cards three. or
four times a year. The Act clearly states.
that as long as they remain in the distriet

*they are entitled to vote. I would like the
Attorney Genern)l to reply to that point if
ke possibly ean.

The qualifications of an elector are out-
lined in Seetion 17, which states quite def-
initely that as long as be coniinues to live
in the district for which he ias enrolled he is
entitled to vote at any polling-place in that
distriet. The only other references fo alter-
ations to the roll are in Seetions 51 and
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52. Section 51 gives power to the Chief
Electoral Officer to direct the Kegistrar to
remove the name of any person where such
name appears more than once on the same
roll or on more than one Assembly roll. Sec-
tion 52 reads—

In addition to the other powers of altera-

tion conferred hy this Act, rolls may be al-
tered by the Registrar as follows:—

(a) By correcting any obvious mistake
or omission but not to the extent of wholly
removing a name from the roll except where
a name is repeated,

and so on, There is not 2 word as to re-
moving the name of an elector who has
ehanged his place of residence in the dis-
triet, I claim that all the parent Aect under
Section 45 sets down is to inflict a penalty
of £2 on a man who does not notify a
change of address, If such cases were put
before a magistrate, I do not see how he
could possibly agree with the Registrar. As
the Attorney General is aware, the names
of electors are removed within a week of the
date of polling and there is no chance of
getting their names put hack on the roll in
time for them to vote.

The Attorney General: How would the
Registrar know where he was? He might be
in Timbuktoo.

Mr. RODOREDA: I want to have these
notices of objection registered when they
are sent out. The Registrar would then have
some information as to whether the man was
there or not.

The Attorney General: Assaming the no-
tice of objection was returned undelivered,
what is he to do then?

Mr. RODOREDA: He wiil allow it to
lapse, A man’s name should not be taken
off the roll. The Act gives no power to the
Registrar to do that. That point should he
cleared wp. That is the reason for my pro-
posed amendment to Section 45. The sec-
ond amendment in the Bill deals with See-
tion 70. I endeavoured, when the amending
Bill was before this House last year, to
have this section amended, but the Minister
refused and now I am submitting a similar
amendment which is not so comprehensive,
Section 70 reads—

The date flxed for the nomination of can-

didates shall not be less thar seven nor more
than thirty days from the date of the writ.

By the amending Bill of last year that was
altered to reud “not less than seven nor
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more than forty-five days” However, a
proviso was added which reads as fol-
lows:—

Provided that the date fixed for the nomina-

tion of candidates for any election in the
North Province or in any distriet situated
therein shall not be less than thirty-five days
before the date fixed for the polling.
I propose to delete from that provision the
words ‘“‘any distriet sitnated therein” That
means that the provision would still specify
8 35 days’ minimum for any Legislative
Couneil election bat, so far as an Assembly
distriet is conecerned, it would not be on the
same basis as every other district in the
State. For what reason the North-West
seals were selected for this special attention
is beyond me, There is neither rhyme nor
reason about it. It could just as well have
applied to five or six electorates.

The Attorney General: The transport
difficulties are more accentuated in that dis-
triet.

Mr. RODOREDA: The transport diffi-
culties are not greater in the North than
anywhere else. I do noi suppose there are
many districts so adequately served by air
transport as is the North-West.

The Attorney General: The air services
only take in a few towns.

Mr. RODOREDA : There is a network of
air services fo that area. There is one which
the loeal residents ecall the “sugar and
tea Tun.” There are three ’planes a week
serving Port Hedland. Also, the roads are
being gradually improved and motor trans-
port has increased. Therefore, I say these
distriets are better served by transport
facilities than is, say, Kanowna, or some of
the other electorates, Facts and figures
make little of the objection by the Attorney
General because the statistical table publish-
ed after each election shows an extremely
bigh percentafe of votes polled. In faet, it
is higher than the average for the State. If
the same period of time was given to other
electorates as is given to the North-West,
which was sanctioned when the Electoral
Aect was first enforced, it would be all right.

Those conditions were good enough 30
years ago when there were no good roads
or mofor or air fransport in the North, and
now when we have those facilities the Min-
ister wants to bind us down to a 35 days'
minimum. Let us be placed on the same
basis as every other eleetorate in the State.
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There is only one course for the.Govern-
ment to pursue if the parent Act is left as
it is, and that is that the nominations for
the North-West must close at least two or
three weeks before they close in any other
part of the State. That means that the
North-West eampaign will start two or three
weeks earlier. Where is there any reason
for that? Why should we tinker with the
Electoral Act to achieve that state of
affairs? I do pot think that is justified on
any grounds. If the Minister tries to justify
it on the transport difficulties why does he
not include these other electorates? The
same conditions as to transport prevail in
those districts and are even worse.

I am not trying to alter the set-up relat-
ing to the North provinces but T do want the
electoral districts put on the same basis as
any other disiriet, If the Minister retains
the compulsory five weeks' provision, the
other outlying electorates should be placed
on the same basis. The Minister knows as
well as anybody else that a long-drawn-out
election campaign is of no use to anyone.
I hope the Minister wil] change his tune
when he has time to consider this questmn
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Aftorney General, de-
bate adjonrned.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Superannuation, Sick, Death, Insur-
ance, Guaraniee and Endowment
{Local Governing Bodies’ Employees)
Funds Aet Amendment.

2, Guildford Old Cemetery (Lands Revest-
m&nt). :

Without amendment.

MOTION—STOCK DISEASES ACT.
To Disalloww Pig Wash Regulation.

Debate resumed from the 20th July on
the following motion by Mr. Grayden:—

That new regolation No. 77A made under
the Stock Diseases Act, 1895, published in the
<¢Governmeht Gazette’” on the 11th February,
1949, and laid vpon the Table of the House
on the 15th June, 1949, be, and is hereby
disallowed.

f

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn—Toodyay) [5.30]: In moving
that Regulation 77A made under the Stock
Diseases Aci be disallowed, it is apparent
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that the member for Middle Swan has
failed to acquaint himself with all the faets
of the matter, and that he js acting, upon
the advice of a small group of pig-farmers
in the metropolitan ares who are seeking -
to break down the regulations to their own
advantage, but with an utter disregard for
the interests of the majority of pig-farmers
throughout the State who support the
policy of the department. So that the
position may be understood, it is necessary
that it be cohsidered against the back-
ground of the swine fever outbreak of
1942, No-one who was associated with
that outbreak and who witnessed the anni-
hilation of piggery after piggery in rapid
succesgion would deny the necessity for
retention of the present regulations. Swine
fever was introduced in this State in
Amertean pig-meat.

The first outbreak occurred in a piggery
at Welshpool, the owner of which was
collecting food refuse—commonly known
as pigswill—from the military camp at
Claremont which at that time was occupied
by American troops. There was serious _
mortality at the piggery, but the owner,
instead of reporting the matter to the de-
partment as he was required to do under
the Slock Diseases Act, consigned the pigs
~-which still appeared to be healthy—to
the Midland Junction market. These pigs,
however, were ‘incubating the disease and
spread the infection to the remainder of
tbe yard. Most of the pigs were purchased
by bacon curers, but- principally by 'Wat-
son’s Supply Stores at Spearwood. At
the tine, Watson’s had abont 4,000 pigs in
a paddock adjoining their baeon factory
and it was not long hefore mortality
oceurred there. In order to minimise the
losses, the pigs were slaughtered a$ rapidly
as possible, the majority of carcases which
passed the meat inspectors being eonverted
to bacon which was distributed throughout
the metropolitan and country distriets.

Ag fhis bacon had been derived from
pigs which had suffered from swine fever,
it wag infected with the virus of the disease
which remained infective and able to infect
other pigs for a period of several months.
Secraps of this bacon found their way into
garbag,e bins and were fed to pigs, result-
ing in outbreaks of the disease over a ‘wide
arvea of the State. A slaughter policy was
adopted to combat the disease. Whenever
an outbreak was reported, all pigs on the
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property were slaughtered and their car-
cases destroyed by burning. The movement
of all pigs, other than those destined for
immediate slaughter at bacon factories in
the metropolitan distriet, was prohibited,
No markets were condueted for a period of
six months.

Notwithstanding these restrietions, out-
breaks continued to oecur and it was not
unti]l the feeding of food refuse or swill
was prohibited by regulation that the
disease was brought under control and
finally eradieated. Had this action not
been taken, the disease must have continued
to spread and the pig industry would have
beeh erippled, if not eliminated. During
this outbreak, 13,000 pigs were lost, of
which approximately 10,000 died or were
destroyed on piggeries in and sround the
metropolitan  distriet during the first
month. Had the regulations been in foree,
this outbreak would not have occurred and
the State would have been saved not only
the loss of £30,000 paid to pig-farmers in
compensation, bui also the losses which
resulted from quarantine and restriction of
movement which virtually paralysed the
pig industry for a period of six months.

Thiz outbreak was not due to any past
{pistake of the department. At the time it
oceurred the feeding of unboiled food re-
fuse to pigs was prohibited both by the
Health Act and the National Security
Regulations. It is recognised that thorough
boiling will destroy the infeetive agent-of
swine fever and other diseases, but un-
fortunately the pig-farmer could not be
relied upon to observe this simple require-
ment. Even after swine fever had hecome
established and notwithstanding the issue
of frequent warnings both in the Press and
over the air, unboiled swill continued to be
fed to pigs and fresh outhreaks of the
disease occurred. Complete prohibition of
swill feeding provided the only remedy and
once thix condition was enforced the disease
rapidly subsided. It was, however, chvions
that should the use of swill again be per-
mitted more drastic conditions would have
to be imposed.

The outbreak continued for three months,
_ by which time the disease was eradicated,
but practieally no pigs remained in the
metropolitan area. Moreover, owners of
affected properties, having received sub-
stantial compensation and obfained other
employment, did not seek to re-enter the

[ASSEMBLY.]

industry.. The Perth City Council there-
fore had no alternative but to coliect and
bury food refuse accumulated in its terri-
tory. This practice continued until Sep-
tember, 1047, when, primarily as a result
of representations on the part of A.
Simmens who had installed a large ver-
tical digestor of a capacity of four tons on
a property at Riverion, the regulations
were amended to allow the use of food re-
fuse for feeding pigs subjeet to sterilisa-
tion by steam pressure at 40 lb. per square
ineh for three hours. Thiz plant was sub-
sequently purchased and operated by Fer-
gusons Pty. Ltd., and the City Counecil co-
operated in the matter by delivering food
refuse to the premises. The plant was at
all times operated in striet accordance with
the provisions of the amended regulations.
The results were not entirely satisfactory,
there being considerable doubt whether the
steam was able to penetrate the compacted
mass of swill and whether cffective steril-
isation was being attained. '

Fergusons Ltd. deeided to dispense with
this vertical digestor and replace it by a
dry rendering unit, or *“Laabs Cooker.
This plant is capable of handling three
tons of swill per charge and the tempera-
ture attained is such that the material con-
tinues to boil violently for wupwards of
balf-an-hour after having been transferred
to the holding vats, each of which has a
capacity of 360 gallons. At present Fer-
gusons Ltd. are treating 30 tons of swill
per week and are carrying approximately
2,500 pigs on the property. The capaecity
of the plant is such that the whole of the
output of swill from the metropolitan area,
amounting to about 90 tons a.week, could
be bandled ¥ithout difficulty. No approach
has ever been made to the department for
permizsion to sell “processed” swill to other
pig-farmers. Suveh an arrangement would
have suited the purpose of the depariment
admirably, as it would have ensured that all
the swill would be sterilised at a ecentral
depot in an efficient plant working under
constant supervision.

It may be of some interest to point out
that this practice has been adopted in Great
Britain where the treatment of all food is
a municipal responsibility, and no food is
made available to pig-raisers until it has
been steriliseq under snpervision in a muni-
eipal treatment plant.  Early in 1044 it
was suggested that the same procedure
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should be adopted in Perth, but neither the
Government nor the Perth City Council
.was prepared to aceept any responsibility
in the matter. When the regulations were
amended, Tomlinson & Co., acting for some
pig-owners at Belmont, submitted plans of
a sterilising plant which it was desired to
install at the smaller piggeries. This plant
had a capacity of 200 gallons and was
operated by a two horsepower boiler. Upon
the specifications being submitted it did not
appear that the plant could be worked sue-
cessfully, but when a trial—which was
attended by departmental officers—was
made on the property of A. A. Bloomfield
at Belmont, the results were observed to be
entirely satisfactory.

Approval for the use of this plant was
finally granted in November, 1948. Sinee’
that time Tomlinson & Co. bave supplied
11 of these plants to metropolitan pig-
farmers, the majority of which are now
being operated under the supervision of one
of the department’s inspectors. These plants,
together with the Laab’s Cooker installed by
Fergusons Ltd., are now handling all the
food refuse available in the metropolitan
area, and one ownher has complained that
he cannot now obtain his full reguirements.
The hon. member’s statement that the de-
partment is forcing the small pig-farmer
out of business is therefore very misleading.
Of the 55 metropolitan pig-farmers to whom
he refers, only 15 are earrying 100 or more
pigs on their properties and, apart from
those who have now acquired treatment
plants, few of these have displayed any in-
terest in the swill question.

Nowotny’s statement that he was convicted
and fined in the Perth Police Court for
utilising food waste from his own kitchen
is also misleading. He was collecting large
quantities of food refuse from 8t. John of
God Hospital at Subiace and feeding it to
his pigs at Forrestfield without any treat-
ment whatever, and was prosecuted by the
department for that reason. It has never
been suggested that the feeding of table
seraps to pigs could be prevented. But out-
breaks of swine fever on isolated farms were
traced to that cause in 1942. Tt iz contended
that adequate control ecan be exercised over
the use of food refuse at ports, eities and
large towns where the risks are greatest and
where eonsiderable numbers of pigs are kept.
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The hon. member's reference to the lack
of restrictions in other States, partieularly
New South Wales, is rather unfortunate.
He is apparently unaware that not one but
two disastrous outbreaks of swine fever have
occurred in that State during the last 20
years, I think it is desirable that we should
endeavour to set a good example rather than
follow & bad one. Others with whom the
hon. member iz associated have mentioned
the lack of restrictions in America, but they
are surely unaware that swine fever, or hog
cholera as it is called, occurs throughout the
length and hbreadth of that country, and
according to the Year Book issued by the
U.8.A. Department of Agriculture in 1042,
is costing 1214 million dollars annuslly.

Hon, A. H. Panion: To kill the pigs?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, to
colnbat the disease. In Great Britain, where
Tecurrent outhreaks of swine fever and foot
and mouth disease present a serious prob-
lem, the latter being introdueed in Argentine
beef, the importance of sterilising food re-
fuse is recognised, and, ag previously pointed
out, none of this material is entrusted to
pig feeders until it has been sterilised in &
municipal plant. It has never heen asserted
that there are any risks associated with the
use of vegetable refuse. It must at the
same time be recognised that at many green-
grocers’ shops, meat products such as ham,
bacon, and smallgoods are also sold and it
is tkerefore not possible to make any ex-

eeptions.

I will quote an example. During the swine
fever epidemic an outbreak oeccurred at
North Dandalup at a farm owned by a well
known Perth solicitor. There were no other
pigs within miles of this property. Enquiries
revealed that the owner was in the habit of
visiting his farm during the week-end and
taking with him a load of vegetable tops .
obtained from 2 greengroeery at Claremont,
It transpired that smellgoods were also
stocked on those premises. The reason for
the treatment of vegetable refuse from shops
will thus be obvious. No. restrictions are
placed upon the collection of vegetable re-
fuse from markets or market gardens. Pig
owners during the epidemic were observed
to remove meat and bones from vegetable
refuse soaking in the same vat, and
to feed the residue to their pigs without
treatment in the belief that it would be
harmless.
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At present the department is more con-
cerned with the risk of the introduction of
foot and mouth disease than of swine fever.
This disease affects all cloven hooved ani-
mals, so that beef, mutton or pork, even
though it may be purchased by the house-
wife at a butcher’s shop and appear quite
wholesome, may still he a source of great
danger to animals, Pigs may contract the
disease by aeecess to unsterilised swill, and
subsequently transmit the disease which is
extremely contagious, to sheep and cattle.
Large numbers of migrants are now enter-
ing Australia from Europe apd other coun-
tries and are bringing in their luggage par-
cels of foodstuffs, particularly sausage com-
posed of uncooked or partially cooked meat,
all of which is potentially dangerous. Dur-
ing May, 600 1b. of this material was inter-
cepted and destroyed on the Fremantle
wharves.

There is always the risk that quantities
of this meat will escape detection and pass
beyond the quarantine barrier, causing an
outbreak of foot and mouth disease or per-
haps rinderpest, in just the same manner
as the outbreak of swine fever was caused
by American pigmeat in 1942, Should this
occur the infection would be disseminated
through the ageney of meat produets de-
rived from any cloven-hooved species, and
it i therefore obvious that buotchers’ bones
must be subjected to just the same treat-
ment as food refuse from any other source.
The Department must be in & position fo
meet any contingency, and Regulation 77A
in its present form provides it with the
necessary powers. The Director General of
Health, who administers the Commonwealth
Quarantine Act, is greatly concerned at the
risk to which Australia is being exposed at
the present time, and has repeatedly re-
quested Chief Veterinary Officers, who are
also Chief Quarantine Officers, in all States
to adopt every possible precaution.

The introduction of foot and mouth
disease into Australia would be little short
of a national disaster, as, apart from
direct losses in livestock, it would jeopar-
dise our export trade in animals and ani-
mal preduets, particularly wool and meat,
with other countries. The recent outhreak
in Mexieo will provide an illustration. The
disease was introduced with bulls imported
by the Mexican Government from Brazil
against the advife of veterinary authorities,
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The disease has already cost Mexico mil-
lions of dollars in fruitless endeavours at
eradication, as well as in its export trade in
cattle to the United States. The hon. mem-
ber now snggesis that Regulation 77A
should be serapped and that we should re-
vert to the method of haphazard boiling
which applied prior to 1942, He makes this
recommendation in the face of evidence
that has shown over and over again that
pigowners generally eannot be relied npon
to observe this simple requirement. If
pigowners could not be perszaded to boil
food refuse in the midst of an epidemic of
swine fever which threatened to annihilate
their herds, is there any reason to believe
that they will do so now?

If Regulation 77A is disallowed and the

'hon. memher’s recommendations are adopt-

ed, it may be anticipated that small
amounts of swill will pass into the hands
of a large number of pig keepers over
whom it will be both impraeticable and
physically impossible to exzercise an nde-
quate degrec of supervision. If the regm-
laton is retained the treatment of swill in
the metropolitan area will be confined to
probably 12 pig farmers equipped with
treatment plants ecapable of effectively
sterilising the material, and over which &
constant and adequate supervision can be
exercised. Similar plants will no doubt be
ereeted in the larger country towns. The
operation of these plants will reduce to a
minimum the risks of the introduction of
infectious disease from abroad, and will
enable immediate steps to be taken to pre-
vent the dissemination of infeection should
any such disease be inadvertently intro-
duced.

The. Department is faced with g diffienlt
task and is entitled to receive all of the
support the regulations can provide. The
decline in the pig industry since 1942 has
been largely due to factors other than the
availability of food refuse. Anyone
who has been associated with the industry
will know that the pig population fluetu-
ates with the price of wheat. When prices
are high, farmers prefer to dispose of their
wheat through the normal channels. When,
however, the price of this commodity is
low, it can be profitably fed to pigs and
large numbers of these animals are carried
on wheat farms as a side line. During
these periods a marked inerease in the pig
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population of the Stite has always oe-
curred. Shortage of meatmesl and the lack
of suitable farm labour have also had an-
important bearing on the matter.

In view of the information I bave given
the House, I cannot support the motion
moved by the member for Middle Swan
that Regulation 77A under the Stock
Diseages Aect, 1895, be disallowed. I have
received two letters, one from the Royal
Agricultural Society and one from the Pig
Breeders’ Association of Western Austra-
lia, imploring me to do all I can to defeat
the motion. They point out the seriousness
of the epidemics of swine fever that have
taken place in the past and they feel that
in these regulations a real effort was made
to do something fe prevent that disease
breaking out again.

Without wishing to be ecritical, I am
rather surprised at the member for Middle
Swan’s’ moving for the disallowance of this
regulation. The electorate that he repre-
sents contains many pig farmers. I think
it has been ably demonstrated to this House
and te the State general]y that it would be
fatal to run any risk of a recurrenee in the
future of this disease and I say to the houo.
member, in the interests of his electors who
are engaged in the industry, that it is not
tair to move for the disallowance of this
regulation. I feel confident that this Cham-
ber will not approve of the motion.

MER. YOX (South Fremantle) [5.58]: I
think members will agree that the depart-
ment should do everything possible to pre-
vent another outbreak of swine fever in
this State. That disease, when it made its
appearance in Western Australia, deei-
mated the pig herds of the metropolitan
area and also, to some extent, those in the
country areas. It is impraetieable for pig
breeders in a very small way to install
digesters in order to comply with the regn-
lations. It would take an army of inspeetors
to police the regulations and ensure that
the swill was properly treated. However, I
think each municipality could ereet =
digester to treat the swill, which could then
be sold to the pig raisers. Pig farmers.
with whom I have spoken do not regard
swill as a valuable pig Lood. They say there
is very little body in the swill collected
round the town.
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When the Americans were here a great
deal of food was thrown into the recep-
tacles from which swill was collected, and
in that way it was given a much greater
food value. I have been told by experi-
enced men that the meat of pigs that have
been fed on swill is not nearly as good as

.that of pigs raised on other feed. One pig

raiser that I know said that if one fried
bacon made from a pig fed on swill one
would think from the odour that thete was
swill in the pan, rather than bacon. There
are two fairly big pig raisers in the dis-
trict I represent and neither of them fav-
ours feeding swill at all. They say it is
expensive to eollect, and that most of it is
simply water.

In times of labour shortage it is a ecostly
procedure to collect swill and cart it away
if there is very little body in it. The men
with whom I have disenssed the matter
feed their pigs on grain and are quite satis-
fied. They say they ean make a fair profit
in that way. They are not much concerned
with swill, and prefer to feed grain. One
of them runs some thousands of pigs and
the other about 600, and they have plant
worth £700 or more installed. My only
objection to the regulation has to do with
the provision dealing with the collection of
vegetable waste from market gardens or
from the markets generally, but, as the Min-
ister has said there will be no objection
to that, I hope the regulation will not be
disallowed.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [6.0]: I am in-
terested in pig raising as there are many
pig farmers in my electorate. I am sorry
the member for Middle Swan moved this
motion, as I feel it wonld be fatal to the
industry if the regulations were disallowed.
We have had experience of swine fever in
the past and Western Australia is now one
of the only eountries in the world that is
free from it. Ameriea, Great Britain,
France and Germany are full of it. We
should not allow swill to be fed to swine
in the metropolitan area or anywhere else
in the State, as it lowers the quality of the
bacon or meat. Pigs are similar to human
beings in the matter of disease and many
human complaints ¢an be spread by means
of diseased pig-meat.

It 'is wrong to have piggeries in the
metropolitan area at all, and T hope to see
the day when both pig farms and dairy
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farms will be entirely removed from the
vieinity of the metropolis. With the sandy
nature of the soil within a 20 mile radius
of Perth the ground is eold in winter and
dusty in summer and is ideal for the growth
and spread of a greal number of germs.
Pig breeders of today do not use the small
pens that were popular in the past. They
have realised that the pigs pick up o great
deal of necessary minerals from plant food
and therefore larger pens or runs are pro-
vided. We must inevitably experience a
fgll in the price of wheat and with that in
view we shounld build up arn export trade
in pig-meat from this State. With our hot
summers and reasonably mild winters the
climate is ideal for pigraising.

We are told that the world will be short
of pork for many years to come and I think
we should therefore do all we can to de-
velop the indusiry for the export trade.
That raises the question of the type and
quality of pork that is to be sent oversea,
either as meat or as bacon. We can ensure
quality only by correct breeding and feed-
ing, and that is where the feeding of swill
will prove detrimental. Watsons Pty. Ltd.
have said that prior to the outbreak
of swine fever they had to hold pigs, that
had been fed on swill, for anything up to
a month or six weeks in order to harden
them up for killing purposes.

I give the member for Middle Swan credit
for his sincerity but I think he has been
misgnided in this matter. I believe that
all of the food waste or swill from the
metropolitan area should be made into com-
post instead of being treated in digesters
as pig feed. In Chicago, for instance, all
the swill is made into fertiliser for the soil.
If all our refuse in Fremiantle, Perth and
Kalgoorlie, as well as other parts of the
State, were used for such 2 scheme, it wounld
be of eonsiderable benefit. This compost
conld be used as a fertiliser that would be
of value to the State. I believe the Gov-
ernment to be right in its objeetion to-this
motion,

I remember a time when swine fever
reached serions proportions in this State.
I pay tribnte to the member for Kim-
berley beeause at that time I think he was
acting as the Minister for Agriculture. He
disenssed the question, as well as the posi-
tion concerning the meat held in cold stor-
age, with me. All this meat was destroyed
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and all ships coming in were inspected and
the pig-meat in the freezing chamber was
destroyed. The virus of swine fever can
remain in the skin, hide or bone of & pig
for at least 12 months even when the meat
is in cold storage., The virus remains alive
and, as soon as it is subjeet to the right
conditions it revives and spreads the
disease. I hope the House, with all due
respect to my worthy young colleague, will
not pass this motion.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) [6.6]: I
also hope the House will not agree to the
disallowance of this regulation, The member
for Middle Swan cannot possibly appreciate
the position when he advocates that this
should be done. I believe that he has per-
miited himself to be used by a very small
number of the pigbreeders in the State. If
the motion is agreed to it will be to the
detriment of a great number of people who
are producing pigmeats throughout Western
Australia.

The Minister, in his summary, mentioned
something about the disastrous outbhreak of
swine fever which occurred some few years
ago, At that time the pigbreeders were ex-
pected to treat the whole of the pig swill by
boiling. We know that it is almost impossible
for that to be policed. The result was the
outbreak of swine fever in this State which
cost the fund scme £30,000. Although it
cost the fund that sum, it cost the industry,
at the very least, double that amount. Should
these regulations be disallowed, we would
find that the same sort of thing is quite
likely to occur again at any time. Duoring
the war years, when the American troops
were here, pigmeat was imported to this
State to feed them. 1t has been said that
swine fever was introduced into this State
in that way, and that because wo are no
longer importing meat from America, the
same set of eircumstances is not likely to
arise.

The Perth City Council is very anxious
that these regulations should be disallowed.
We have been told that it hag cost that
authority £10,000 per year to destroy
or bury this pig-swill. It has also been
suggested that it has cost the council
something in the vieinity of £100,000 to get
rid of something which should be of use
whether, as the member for PBeverley has
said, by making it into a fertilizser, or by
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treating it as pig food. I believe that the
Perth City Council has been very negleetful

of its ratepayers’ funds when it permitted .

such an expenditure as that. Even at a
cost to that authority of £70,000 or £80,000,
it should have put that money into the eree-
tion of treatment works for producing fer-
tiliser or pig food. That would have been an
asset and would have resulted in a useful
product which could have been sold at a
profit.

I am tpld that in Great Britain during
the war years, it was an offence for any
householder not to take proper care of the
refuse from his home. The people of Eng-
land were not permitted to put such refuse
in the same receptacle that they had for
general rubbish. This refuse had to be put
in a bin which served a certain number of
people, Those bins were collected "by the
‘local authorities and taken away where the
contents were used to make stock food to
help feed:the pigs of Great Britain. That
necessity does not arise here, but the eco-
nomic waste iz to be deplored. The City
Council has been the most active body, over
.a namber of years, in endeavouring to have
this regulation disallowed.

I have with me a copy of a leiter which
was sent to me by the Secretary of the Royal
Agrieultural Society. It was written to the
Minister for Agriculture and it is dated the
27th July, and reads as follows:—

I have read and learn with some concern
that o move is to be made shortly to relax to
a great extent, the present restrictions on the
handling of food waste by pig producers; in
other words, pig swill.

On bebalf of the council of this society, I
strongly urge you to do cverything in your
power to prevent any further relaxation of
tbese regulations. My society has, on many
an occasion, approached you on this matter
and we feel that the present restrictions are
not a great hardship to anyone, partieularly
when it is borne in mind the danger which
would be created to the pig induwstry in par-
ticular, and the State in general, if the re-
strictions on the handling of pig swill were
relaxed at all

My counecil feels yom will agree that it
would be, to say the least, extremely unwige to
do anything which might endanger the pig
industry, by leaving any loophole which would
tend to bring about -another outbreak of
swine fever, such as the State suffered some
few years ago.

My society feels very strongly on this sub-
ject and we trust that you will strongly op-
pose the proposal which, T understand, is to
be brought forward as above indieated.
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I also have a letter from the Farmers’ Union
of Western Australia.

Mr, Marshall: Who are they$

Mr, ACKLAND: It reads as follows:—

It is understoed that there has been action
taken to have the restrictions in regard to the
use of swill For pig feeding lifted, and that
those desiring this course are seeking the
total abolition of the present regulations. We
request that you will oppose thia action, and
must emphatically protest against the move.

We consider that there is a grave danger
in relaxing any of the present controls, and
that the indiscriminate use of swill for.pig
feed without adequate control and proper
processing will precipitate the incidence of
disease.

Our policy in regard to the use of pig awill,
a8 previousli' communicated to Mr, Wood, is
that it should not be permitted for use at all
owing to the difficulty of policing the regula-
tions, but if it is used the regulations shounld
be very stringent and properly enforced.

Having now acquainted you of our opinion
on this matter, we feel justified in asking

-that you will strongly support our request.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. ACKLAND: Before tea, I read two
letters which had come to me from the Royal
Agricultural Society and the Farmers'
Union. I failed to mention that the former
has been sent by D. T. Luek, president, and
the latier hy A. J. Train, the assistant
general secretary. I should like also to read
to the House a letter I received from The
Australian Pig Society (W.A. Branch). It
reads—

Tt has been brought to our notice that there
is another attempt to be made for the lift-
ing or relaxation of the present restrictions
on handling of pig swill, and on behalf of
this Society we are writing you to urge that
you strongly oppose any such measure.

We feel that you, personally, know just
how this society views any action which
might bring about even the possibility of an-
other outhreak of swine fever in this State,
which a few years ago had such a devastating

~effect. on the pig induetry in Western Aus-

tralia.

Our society commends the Hon. the Minis-
ter for Agrieulture for the strong attitude
he has adopted towards this important sub-
ject and although some relaxation has taken
place during the past twelve or -eighteen
months, our soclety is firmly convinced that
any furiher relaxation should not be enter-
tained, otherwise the matter will get com-
pletely out of eontrol and the pig industry
and the State as a whole will be faced with a
similar state of affairs which existed priar to
the outbresk of swine fever above referred to.
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We are of the opinjon that the pig industry
is in such a condition at present that any-
thing of this nature may upset it to the ex-
tent of its complete collapse.

We trust, therefore, that you will de your
utmost to prevent relaxation to any extent of
the present restrictions.

It bas been suggested that there has been set
up a monopoly for the treatment of pig-
swill in this State. Such i3 not the case.
I am informed that there are 11 licensed
trestment plants in the State at present.
One firm, Fergusons Lid., was persuaded by
the Department of Agrienltare to establish
a plent to treat this material in a large
way. I believe it shouid have been the 1e-
sponsibility, as I have already stated, of the
Perth City Council to deal with the swill,
the same as is done in Great Britain. Tt
has been suggested that the plant was not
avgilable. That may be so, but planis have
been* available, particularly in the case of
Pergusons Lid., whirh compsny has eom-
menced this business, and there are also ten
other people who have licenses” to treat
swill. Therefore, I think that the claim that
a monopoly exists cannot be substantiated.

The pig industry in Western Australia
should be in a flourishing condition. I well
remember at the beginning of hostilities
when wheat cost the pig industry somewhere
in the vieinity of 4s. 8d. a bushel and the
price for prime baconers was about 70s.
or 80s. At a later stage during” the wur
the price of wheat rose to a little under 6s.
In the meantime, the price of .a heavy
baconer had inereased to about 130s. or
150s. Today the price of wheat to these
people is Gs. 8d. a bushel, Fremantle, with
a redonction in price if the freight is less
than the freight from the country to the
port. Exactly similar pigs sold in 1939 at
from 70s. to 80s. are now returning to the
grower anything from 200s. to 240s. A
little while ago it was 250s., but I believe

the last market price was about 220s. 8o

elthough there has heen an inerease in the
price to the feeder, it has no eomparison
with the price the feeder is receiving for the
finished product. - I have taken up sufficient
time to impress upon members the neces-
sity for treating this matter with a preat
deal of caution.

We do not want a reeurrence of the out-
break of swine fever we experienced some
years ago. It has been said that restrie-
tions have been lifted in the Easternt States.
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That is true, but they have had outbrenks
in the Eastern States of different diseases,
including foot and mouth disease as well as
swine fever. It has been said that now
there are no imports of pigmeats from
Ameriea there is no longer any need for
restrictions. I have here some sausages made
from pigmeats which I think came from
China or some other part of Asia. These
are finding their way into this country. I
have here anofher sample of pigmeat which
is being imported, and such meats are just
as likely to contain the germs of these
diseases ag any we have received from
America in the past.

Mr. Needbam: Will you lay them on the
Table of the House?

Mr. ACKLAND: I hope the House wxll
not agree to the motion.

MR. READ (Vietoria Park) [7.39]: I
consider that the Minister did not draw a
true picture of this position. Whether Regu-
lation No. 77A should be disallowed or in
some way amended is for this House to de-
cide. When the Minisier stated that there
were 12 plants in this State that had been
issned with a permit to treat swill, it may
have been correct, but 1 doubt whether in the
metropolitan area ther, are two small pro-
ducers who were told by the Minister that if
their planis were installed they would obtain
& license, The member for Middle Swan is fry-
ing to protect the small producer of pig-
meats only. He is doing what he has been
asked to do by those people who have been in
the industry for 20 or 30 years. He has no
letters from departments or big business to
baek up their desires, but he is placing before
this House something which he thinks will
benefit the small people; something which
they have not been able to get themselves for
the past two years,

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture
took action in this matter some 18 months
ago. He was asked to inspect these plants
with his officers. T was present at the time
he made the inspection and heard him ad-
dress the men engaged in the industry. He
said that if they would install the plant ap-
proved by the Department of Agriculture
they wonld be given a license. I understand
the plant has a capacity of 200 gallons and
that it bas an agitator which moves the food
refuse around while it is being treated under
401b. steam pressure. From what I learn,
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however, permission has not been given to
those producers to use the plants. There may
be digesters licensed in many of the big
towns of the State, but these men are with-
out the means of earrying on their business
as they have been doing for many years past.

Swine fever was introduced by_the Ameri-
eans into this State. They brought their own
bacton and it was the waste meat that was
thrown out of their camps which eaused the
outbreak of swine fever. The then Minister
for Health forbade the Perth City Couneil
to collect food waste for pig food, which &
previous member referred to as filthy matter.
That Minister’s action was followed by the
subsequent Minister for Health upon the
change of Government. This food waste is
not filthy matter; it is valuable animal food.
It is collecied by the Perth City Couneil
every morning by an army of men. It is not
gllowed to be placed in ordinary rubbish
bins, but must be put in special containers,

Mr. Mann: Is it sterilised?

Mr. REAT?: T believe there are one or two
persons who have been granted licenses to
sterilise this food waste. As members have
been told, the conncil has had to provide
transport to remove the waste; under the
regulations it was required to french the
earth and bury the waste. That cost the
eouncil about £10,000 a year, whereas pre-
viously the waste was collected by pig-far-
mers. I helieve that at present one big con-
eern ig treating swill and eomplying with
the regulations in the same way as the small
producers would do if allowed to use it.

Notwithstanding that some of the pro-
ducers have installed a plant, they are pot
permitted to use it and T think there have
been four prosecntions for breach of the
regulntions in that respect. Swine fever was
not only intreduced into Western Australia;
it was also introduced into al! the other States
which adopted exactly the same procedure
as we did. Swill was not allowed to be used
there, but wns eollected and buvied or in-
einerated. ‘That ban has been lifted for the
past few years and consequently this valu-
able food is again available for pigs. The
member for TIrwin-Moore referred to the
Perth City’ Counecil. I do not know that
eouncillors elected by the people are anv
worse than the members of the Farmers’
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Union. Of course, the outlook of the coun-
cillors is different, as they are elected to
serve in an honorary capacity.

The ontlogk of the farmer is different.
The object of the Farmers' Union is to serve
the farmers to the best of its ability. I have
no fanit to find with that, but I point out
that those elected to serve on local govern-
ing bodies are doing their best, aceording to
their ability, to serve the people they repre-
sent. Provided the plants to be used by the
small producers to whom I have referred
come up to the specifications required by the
Depariment of Agricnlture or by the Health
Department, I think their use should be per-
mitted.

.MB. MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.47]:
While I consider there is justification for
regulations such as those with whichk we are
now dealing, I feel I canrnot do other than
supnort the motion, It seems to be a com-
mon practice of departmental officers, when
drafting regulations, to make them as com-
prehensive as possible, all-embracing, all-
powerful. Therg are no exceptions or reser-
vations at all. In recent years we on the
Golldfields have had some experienes of
health inspectors; I am one of those who
wish to God they wounld not eome near us.
We got on very well without them before.
We had no epidemics, but at this late date,
when the population is declining, they are
running vound the country when they might
render better service if they cleaned up the
metropolitan area.

I am rather sceptieal about these regula-
tions, Small places like Meekatharra, and
now Wiluna and other towns, have abattoirs
which eomply with the bylaws of the loeal
anthority; bnt whatever refuse is collected
during the slanghtering must be destroyed
unless it is sterilised. The butehers are not
allowed to feed it to the few paliry head of
pigs being raised in the district. In these.

vouthack places there are no big industries
and thé butchers usually have only a few
porkers to sell in a meagre market, All the
arguments up to date have had some appli-
cation to the eity and the country distriets.
It is very nice for the member for Beverley
to tell us how swine thrive in marshy coun-
trv: but we have no marshy country on the
Goldflelds, and as the Government charges
an extortionate fee for reticulation we are
not in a position to have any either,
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While regulations like thig might apply to
the city, when they are given application
to isolated places a system of persecution is
introduced. Neither the Minister nor any
other speaker indicated that swine fever bad
ever been experienced in Western Austra-
lia unti] 1942, I am not saying that it did
not appear before then, but 1942 was the
date specifically mentioned, and the Minis-
ter went on to show and almost to prove
conclusively that the outbreak was due to
the importation of pig meats from America.
The possibility is that the importation of
further pigmeats from Ameriea has
vanished,

"“The Attorney General: Pigmeats are com,
ing from America every day, in tins.

Mr, MARBHALL: In replying to what
the member for Middle Swan said, the Min-
ister told ns distinetly that there was no
c¢hanee of an ouibreak of swine fever due
to causes similar to those that were respon-
sible for the original ontbreak in 1942, the
importation of pigmeats from Ameriea, but
that it was still necessary to protect the in-
dustry; and I do not disagree. So long as
we protect industry in such a way as not to
impose undue burdens upon sections of it
and give the minor seetion—although prob-
ably the major producer—a monopoly, or
the possibility of a monopoly, I will agree.

We have always argued here that when
@ provision iz made compulsory, some pro-
tection should be provided. Thus in connec-
tion with workers' compensation it is com-
pulsory for an employer to insure, but we
protect the employer by seeing that the rate
charged is the lowest possible, But we have
not established any protection in thig regu-
lation. We are telling the industry as a
whole, ‘you shall do this,” but we have not
provided facilities for those not in a posi-
tion to supply such facilities therselves. If
the Government considers this industry is so
important, then where it is in great evidence
—in the metropolitan area—it is the respon-
sibility of the Agrieultural Department to
provide the facilitids necessary.

The Minister for Lands: The Perth City
Conneil has to get rid of the swill,

Mr. MARSHALL: T am not interested in
the Perth City Counecil. We have had encugh
of its hylaws. This ig a regulation from the
Agriculture Department, making a certain
eourse compulsory, and I take the attitude
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that the Government is responsible, It is
a Government regulation and not a City
Counci] bylaw with which we are dealing. I
venture to suggest that every individual who
has a very large piggery, started in a very
small way and had tbe opportunity of ez-
panding cheaply and without any regula-
tions compelling him to do thjs, that and the
other. Now that he finds himself able, be-
canse of the profits from the industry—
which are big—to comply with these regu-
lations, he wants to have them enforced be-
cause that will cram the gmaller producers
out and prevent anyone else from toming
into the industry. The small producers will
have to sell out to those who have digesters
or sterilisers and no other individual will
be prepared to start in the industry.

So in a way we will give a complete mon-
opoly to the few who are able to finance the
proposition demanded by this regulation.
Naturally the Wheatgrowers’ Union does
not want the regulafion to be defeated be-
cause wheat plays a big parl in the every-
day diet of a pig—in fact, the major part
—and anything that might be found as a
substitute will naturally be looked wupon
with a degree of scorn by the -Farmers'
Union. While I would be prepared to sup-
port a regulation designed to protect the in-
dustry as far as possible, T am not going to
give this regulation my blessing because of
its drastic nature.

What in the name of goodness would an
officer be doing at Meekatharra where there
are about only a dozen pigs, which are bred
in healthy conditions? Under this regulation
an officer could come along and demand that
certain things be done, Officera are doing
that sort of thing now. We have had experi-
ence in reeent vears of these fellows coming
along with a badge of authority and de-
inanding that certain things be done, and we
will have them requiring pig-breeders mp
there to install a digester at a cost of £300
or £400. What will a man do in these ecir-
cumstances? He will say, “Right, I am fin-
ished with pork production!” and the
people on the Goldfields will be faurther per-
secuted—not in the big towns where there
are large abattoirs but in the smaller areas.
The butchers will refuse to bother with pigs
at all,

The people on the Goldfields—and more
particularly in the outer eentres—are put-
ting up with enough hardship already. I
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do not like the regmlation. It is too com-
prehensive and all-embracing and it is
monopolistic in character. Ultimately that
is what will happen; there will be a com-
plete monopoly. 1 am not going to argue
whether swill is & valuable fodd or not, or

as to what should be done with it; but I.

know what will happen under this regula-
tion, and I know what departmental officers
have been doing in recent years. I will do
all I ean to protect people outhack, more
partieularly those in isolated eentres, from
being further persecuted under regulations
or laws of any sort. If the Minister would
bring . down regulations which would be
more just in their effect, T would be pre-
pared to support them; but I am not going
to support an all-embracing regulation
which is monopoljstic and will have a dras-
tic effect on the people in isolated areas,
who will not produce pork at all if they are
to be humbugged and bothered by inspec-
tors talking about digesters and steriligers.
We have never had any epidemics on the
Goldfields of which I hdve been aware, and
I have been in those areas almost all my
life. Yet under this regulation the people in
those areas will be told by an inspeetor
what they ean do and what they cannot do.
My first move when the regulation was
brought under my notice was to see whether
it would apply only in a proclaimed area.
That would have been a reasonable way to
go about the business. I have never known
of any epidemies of swine fever on the
Goldfields in all the years I have been there.
As a matter of fact, all the animals are
particularly heslthy, including sheep and
heef cattle. Néver on the Murchison have
we had any trouble; but now the people
there are fo be subjected to control,
because the regulation has reference to any
part of Western Aunstralia, though the Min-
ister and others have spoken as though it
will apply only to the metropolitan ares.
When they look beyond the Darling Range
they are blind: they can see everything this
side of it and nothing on the other side.

Mr. Graham: They ean see as far as
“Toodyay.

Mr. MARSHALL: That may be so0. T do
not like the regulations and bylaws that
have been promulgated in recent years as
a result of which officers are rumming
around showing their authority and de-
manding this, that and the other, and
generally inconvenieneing people, I eonld
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mention something about the Meekatharra
picture hall. It has been there for donkeys’
years. It provided sufficient accommoda-
tion for the days when there were thous-
ands of people in the district, but now that
there are a paltry few hundred it hes to
be pretty well pulled down and rebuilt. It
is stupid in the extreme for these people to
eome along and show their authority by
prosecuting the inhsbitants of these places.
As far as I am concerned, it is ﬁmshed I
shall vote against the regulation.

MR. NALDER (Wagin) [8.1]: I hope
the House will not agrees to the disallow-
ance of these regulations. As one who has
been interested in the pig industry for
many years and knows the effect that swine
fever had on it in Western Australia in
1942, T feel that such a move would be
most inadvisable. This is an industry that
we must foster and encourage in Western
Australia. If we disallow these regula-
tions and so make it possible for the
seourge to return, we will do the State a
considerable amount of harm. I think the
member for Murchison has rather been
considering regulations as such than the
actua: effect of this one on the pig industry.
We have to be sufficiently broadminded to
know that regulations are necessary, and
that when put into effect they will do much
to stimulate industry.

I want to know why this industry has
not gone ahead as it should. The answers
to the questions I asked the Minister for
Lands some time ago prove that the pig
indusiry is not progressing in Western Aus-
tralia, but deteriorating. I disagree a lftle
with the member for Irwin-Moore when he
says that pig prices go up to the enormous
amount of about 240s. per hesd. If we look
at the resnlts of even last week’s sales at
Midland we find that we can count on our
fingers the number of pigs sold at a price
greater than 220s. The average is consider-
ably less. If the industry is produeing
such remunerative results why is it not
thriving more?

Mr., Marshall: This will not make it
thrive but will stop anybody else coming
in.

Mr. NALDER: It will help to save the
industry from the possible re-introduction
of the terrible secourge that swept Western
Australia in 1942, The member for Vie-
toria Park said that farmers were out only
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to look after themselves. I say, ‘‘God help
the farmers if they do not look after them-
selves because nobody else will’’ Here
we must endeavour to protect those in the
industry, and we can do that by having

these regulations carried out to ensure that

the industry will be kept on a sound foot-
ing and protected from hampering diseases.

MR. PERKINS (York) [8.4]: I think
the member for Murechison was under a
misapprehension, as to how swine fever is
transmitted to pigs. The conditions under
which the pigs are kept do not matter. If
pigs eat offal in which there is pigmeat
containing the germ of swine fever, they
will contract the disease, no matter what
the conditions are.

Mr. Marshall: We have never had it on
the Goldfields, anyhow.

Mr. PERKINS: It just so happens that
none of this contaminated imported pig-
meat has been fed to pigs in that area.
The opinion of the veterinary officers is
that if the pigs eat any affected pigmeat
which has not been sunitably treated, it is
inevitable that they will contract the seri-
ous disease known as swine fever.

Mr. Marshall: It is strange that not one
of the Kastern States has suffered to any
great degree, and they have no regulations.

Mr. PERKINS: Western Australia suf-
fered from this disease during the war
when pigmeats were being imported for the
American troops. We know that Ameriea
is not the only eountry which has periodieal
outbreaks of swine fever, and from which
contaminated pigmeats may be brought into
Australia. This is only a reasonable pre-
cantion. When we compare the possible
benefits to a limited number of people in
using this offal for the feeding of pigs, with
the possible damage to the industry gener-
ally and the tremendous losses that would
be ineurred as the result of an outbreak
of swine fever, we must vote against the
motion.

Some exeeption may be taken to the regu-
lations in the form in which they have heen
gazetted, or to the way they are being ad-
ministered, but I think the House wonld
be adopting an irresponsible attitude if it
opened the way for the feeding of .this
doubtful offal because, although most of it
probably does not contain any oversea pig-
meat contaminated with the swine fever
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germ, it is not, in my opinion, worth the
risk of another outbreak of swine fever.
I am personally not intérested in the rais-
ing of pigs, and never have been. The mem-
ber for Murchison is in great error when
he thinks the pig-raising industry is of
any advantage to- the wheatgrowers, be-
cause it is not. The wheatgrowers would
be very well pleased if the pig-raisers did
not take any of their wheat beeause wheat
has been sold outside Australia for double
the price that is being paid by those in the
pig industry.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Cirenmstances can
change. .

Mr. PERKINS: They cannot change ma-
terially in the next few years, af any rate,
beeause the stabilisation fund has been set
up and it will maintain a floor price for
wheat whether it is fed to pigs or ex-
ported. In any case, it is most improbable
that the production costs of wheat in other
countries are less than they are in Awns-
tralia. I, for one, am not going to be
seared into believing that there-is going to
be any disastrous fall in wheaf values. But
that is by the way. I would not like the
House to be misled by what the member for
Murchison, who is not au fait with the posi-
tion, had to say.

L}

MR. YATES (Canning) [810]: I have
been interested in this problem for abeut
two years and have a number of pig-raisers
in my electorate, There is one, in particular,
who has gone into the business in & big way
and has spent large sums of money in try-
mg to establish in this State—as nearly per-
feci as possible—a depot to sterilise the
food that is being fed to pigs and to pro-
duce the best possible quality of pigs, I am
referring to Fergusons Ltd., who are estab-
lished in the Riverton area. I have seen that
firm grow from a very small beginning, two
years ago, to one of the most modern and
up-to-date piggeries in Australia. That firm
hes been helped by the advice of experts
from the Department of Agriculture, as
have all other pig-raisers in the Siate,
whether in the country or in the metropoli-
tan area. From time to time in this House
we pass new legislation or alter existing
laws in an endeavour to help the State pro-
gress on a par with the other States of the
Commonwealth, The member for Murchison
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spoke of the drastic nature of these regu-
lations, but I do not think the one with
which we are dealing at present is as dras-
tic as some people think,

The Minister for Lands: It is a plainly
worded and simple regnlativn. :

Mr. YATES: During the regime of the
Labour Government, before the present
Government took office, the present Milk
Board was fonnded,

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: Do not get that idea
into your head, because we did not found
the present milk board.

Mr, YATES: The Hon. member's Govern-
ment was mainly responsible for the setting
up of the present milk board.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The present milk
board is constituted entirely differently
from that set up by the Labour Govern-
ment.

My YATES: I am speaking of the set-up
of the industry in this State under a miik
board, and am pointing out that the Labour
Government endeavoured to put the milk
Industry on a sound footing in this State.
The present Government, in its wisdom, has
made certain alterations to that legisfation
and under this administration the milk
industry has heen placed on a sound
basis. The Government has terminated the
activity of a number of those in the milk
industry who were not hygilenic in their
handling of the commodity. In the annual
report of the Milk Board there is a num-
ber of photographs showing conditions in
some of the dairies before the Milk Board
took drastc steps to improve conditions in
the indnstry. In that publication there are
other photographs showing improvements
effected on the same properties, where
there are now hygienic depots work-
ing under the strict supervision of the
board. This has resulted in a much better
product being put on the”market for the
people of this State,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Are you going to
feed the pigs on milk? -

Mr. YATES: Inspectors under the
Health Act move around various business
‘houses in the city, keeping a check on the
rats and on the ¢onditions obtaining in the
kitchens of eatimg-honses, and so on. From
time to time it is found necessary to intro-
duze new legislation to keep our laws in
line with the progress that Australia as
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a whole is making, If we do not introduce
new regulations occasionally, we find our-
selves dropping back, instead of advancing
side by side with the other States.

The Minister for Agriculture, on the ad-
vice of his senior experts, has introduced
regulations to assist in controlling, to some
degree, the activities of the pig industry in
Western Australia.- The member for Wagin
mentioned the variation in prices of pigs
at the market held recently at Midland
Junction, and said that the member for
Irwin-Moore had quoted wrong figures, The
figures for the 10 years from 1939 to 1949
give some indication ag to the rise in the
price of pig-meats. In 1939 prime bacon
was quoted at from 75s. te 80s, rising 1n
1949 to an average of from 200s. to 240s.,
an increase of about 300 per cent. In the
same period wheat rose in price by only
30 per cent.

Member: That is un exaggeration.

Mr., YATES: Those firures are correct.
The regulation under discussion will not
make the piggeries dependent upon pig-
swill. Many of them do mot use it at all,
but buy feedstuffs from merchants. Because
swill is available in the metropolitan area
n oumber of piggeries are using if. The de-
partment is eoncerned to see that the swill
is sterilised and given io the pigs in the
form of a good and sound food. Whenever
we endeavour to change something that has
obtained for years we find a number of
people up against the change. As an ex-
ample, I would remind members of the con-
troversy over the Local Gnvernment Bill.
People are always content to carry on with
something even though it has become out-of-
date or unhygienie. This regulation is for
the good of the industry. 1 would like mem-
bers to visit Riverton and there inspect one
of <he finest piggeries in Australia; the re-
sult of the efforts of two short years.

In the early stages Mr. Ferguson installed
machinery to sterilise pigswill. He brought
it from oversea, but it was not succesaful,
and at great cost he recently reorganised
the depot and installed new machinery that
is now turning out pigswill 100 per cent.
pure and free from all disease. He has put
down concrete floors in modern sheds and
hag installed trolleys on rails and employs
a pumber of men keeping the property
clean. That depot is kept as clean as it
is possible to keep amy piggery, but that
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does not apply to most of the small pig-
geries throughout the State or in the
metropolitan area. I think members will
find quite & number of them do not come
up to that standard. One member asked
why has not the industry gone shead. It is
not an industry in which very many men
would become interested because it is a
most obnoxious trade, especially in the
summer months, It requires a good deal
of attention, long hours and striet super-
vision to maintain cleanliness at all times.
Unless a man is progressive and is minded
to keep his depot clean, then he will not
be interested in an industry such as this.
Even the price ruling today is not suffi-
ciently cogducive to bring others into the in-
dustry.

But let us look after what we already
have and try to build it up. There is ne
monopoly in this industry, as the member
for Victoria Park mentioned. I can say that
quite definitely. At least 10 licenses have
been granted to small farms in the metro-
politan area. Ten have been approved by
the Agrienltural Department for the treat-
ment of awill. Whether the people con-
cerned have purchased the plant or not is
their own business, but they have been
given authority to do so. That is the in-
formation T have received from the depart-
ment. I would not like to see this regnlation
disgllowed. I would rather see it tried out
for a little longer becamse it has mnot
been in operation very long. It would be
for the good of the indusiry, and all the
men concerned, if the present conditions
were permitted to continue. It would prove,
one way or the other, whether it is war-
ranted or not. Personally, I consider it to
be neeessary legislation and the regulation
is warranted. All members should reslise
that in this, as in all other industries, these
regulations are brought down not for the
benefit of one but for the benefit of the in-
dustry as a whole,

HON. A. A, M. COVERLEY (Kimber-
ley) [B.22]: I do wnot intend to cast a silent
vote on this motion, bui I feel some sym-
pathy towards the member for Middle Swan
beeanse peither he nor any other member
can move to amend the regulation. He bas
one alternative only and that iz to move that
the regulation he disallowed. Some explana-
tion is due to members of this Chamber
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from the Minister responsible for the intro-
duetion of this regulation. I gathered from
addresses already made by at least two mem-
bers that the present Minister for Agri-
enlture, after making some inspectional
tours, promised that he would permit the
the feeding of swill at certain piggeries on
eondition that they erected some particular
plant. Now we find that the position is that
these plants have not been repistered.

The Minister for Lands: Eleven of them
have been registered,

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: We did not
get that explanation from the Minister when
he made his contribution to this debate,

The Minister for Lands: I mentioned it.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: We know,
of cobrse, that one particular pig factory
bas been established, and the member for
Canning has given us to understand that it
is all that could be desired. He told us thai
it is an up-to-date place and that its fune-
tions are in the best interests of the whole
of the pig industry. I disagree with him. It
is certainly in the interests of the person who
was prepared to expend the money and im-
provise this particular plant. However, if

"I listened correctly to the member for Vie-

toria Park, he said that the license was
granted on the understanding that this pig
plant was to cater for all pigswill in the
metropolitan area and it was to be retailed
to the smaller piggeries as, meatmeal. The
gentleman in ounestion has inercased the
number of his pigs, is using all the product
for his own purposes and selling pigs instead
of retailing the meatmeal which should have
heen sold to the other smaller piggeries. .,

Mr. Yates: That is not true.

Hon. A* A. M. COVERLEY: I can only
go by the information that has been given
to the Chamber. If that be a fact, and I have
no reason to doubt the word of the member
for Vietoria Park, then I think there is need
for the Minister at Jeast to alter the regu-
lation to ensure that smaller piggeries are
protected from monopoly. I likewise
agreed with the member for Murchison when
he said that he did not think these regula-
tions onght to he applicable to the whole of
Western Australia. I consider the Minister
erred when he introduced a regufation of
that deseription beeause it should have been
applicable to prescribed areas. There is &
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considerable portion of Western Australia
where pigs would not be s danger to the
metropolitan area,

The Minister for Lands: You have no
proof of that. ' )

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY: If L have
no proof, then I have as mueh proof as the
Minister had when he interjected. I did
not interject when the Minister made his
speech and I would prefer him to let me try
to explain my ease. There are pigs in the
Kimberleys—plenty of them.

The Attorney General: Most of them wild.

+ Hon. A, A, M. COVERLEY: The At-
torney General is wrong again,

Mr, Graham: As usual.

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: They are
not all wild. There are some very nice Tam-
worth and Berkshire-¢ross pigs in the Kim-
berleys, just as there are in the more settled
areas. They are not there in huge numbers.
The local butchers keep a few adjacent to
the ports for consumption™ purposes. It
would not pay them to run large herds of
Pigs, of course, becanse they want a few for
local use only. There is an instance where
- pigs would not come into contact with those
in the metmpolitaﬁ area. It would not pay
these loeal butehers, or anyone else in those
districts, to treal pigs to send to the metro-
politan arear So I do not know why some
local health inspector with a swelled head
should be given an opportunity to rush out
to the local buteher and say, “I find that
your pigs are eating the bones and offal
which are the remains of a bullock youn have
slaughtered. It is not being treated accord-
ing to the regmlation.” I do not know why
he should be permitted to drag that butcher
before the local court and have him fined £5°
or £10 for contravening the regulations. I
know there would be a bit of a battle be-
tween the pigs end the erows to clean up
the offal, and I am not sure who would win.

The Minister for Lands: Were you not
responsible, ag the Minister of the day, for
bringing in the bulk of ihese regulations
dealing with the question?

Hon, A, A. M. COVERLEY:
bring in this regulation.

The Minister for Lands: No, but it is an
amendment to Regulation 74, which you
brought in.

I did not
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Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: It is the
amendment that has made the regulation
wrong., If the member for Middle Swan
had introduced & motion to prohibit swill
being fed to pigs under any circumstances,
I would have supported him. I am of the
opinion that it is not in the interests of the

- public to feed pigs on swill of any deserip-

tion. I am also satisfied that it is econ-
amically unsound for the producers to feed
swill to pigs. I agree with the member for
Beverley that the natural way to feed pigs
is by grazing and with grain. The member
for Wagin said that the pig industry is
pot expanding. That is simple to under-
stand. The average wheat and sheep
farmer may run a few pigs as a sideline
to clean up the debris of wheat that is
spilled abont his paddocks. In times when
wheat was mot such a payable produet it
was economically sound for a farmer to
keep a few pigs to enable him to make a
few pounds now and again,

I remember during the depression that
thé farmers who kept a few pigs were the
only ones that could buy a drop of beer
because it wag the only way by which they
could raise any money. So it is the closely
settled areas which cater for pigs and go
in for pig-farming, Therefore, it does nob
pay the producers in those areas to expand
their businesses because of the high price
of wheat which they feed to the pigs. In
the closely settled areas, except for the
mangoes that are found in the swamps
around the city, grain must be bought to
feed the pigs. To an ordinary person two
pens of pigs may look exactly the same but
to Watson, a man who understands pigs,
they are entirely different and he will pay
10s. a head more for the pigs in one pen
than he will for those in the other becanse
the former are grain-fed pigs.

In the stock brapeh of the Department
of Agriculture I have to admit we have
officers who compare with any in the Com-
monwealth., We have several particularly
good veterinary officers. I know what it
cost the pig industry in this State when
we had an outbreak of swine fever. Not
only did we suffer financially but the State
alse lost numerous breeding pigs which set
the industry back at least two years.
Therefore, I have no wish to see the regu-
lation abolished because I know, in the
interests of the pig producers and the
people of Western Australia generally, it
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is necessary to have the protection and
for that reason I must vote against the
motion,

I suggest to the Government it should
give further consideration to this regula-
tion and amend it. It should give some

protection to the people on the ouiskirts,

who will not in any way be responsible
for bringing disesse to the metropolitan
ares or to the centre of the pig-breeding
industry even if the pigs which they keep
contraet a disease of some deseription.
There is no need to perseeute the people in
the outback country with regulafiong that
are absolutely necessary for the eloser
settled areas, ’

There is need for revision of this par-
ticular regulation and in the course of the
next 12 months if it does what thé member
for Middle Swan is afraid it will do--create
a monopoly—he will still have the right to
introduce another motion in this House
which will be received and considered on its
merits at that stage. I suggest to the
Minister that he interview the officers of
the Department of Agricnlture with &
view to having this regulation revised.

MR. LESLIE (Mt Marshall). [8.34]:
During the course of the debate members
have drifted away from the main point of
this regulation. I am not reflecting on you,
Mr. Speaker, and that is not my intention.
The main purpose of the regulation has
been lost sight of. The whole question be-
fore the House is whether swill is to be

fed untreated, with all the attendant risks, -

to pigs or whether the regulation is to stand
to provide a safegnard for those engaged
in the pig industry.

Mr. Graham: Rubbish!

Mr. LESLIE: The regulation provides
that pigswill must be treated in a proper
manner hefore it is fed to pigs. The out-
break of swine fever which we experienced
and whieh was traced to this partieular
source is sufficient to justily the continu-
ance of the regnlation which sets down that
pigswill is to be treated in & certain man-
ner. There is no monopoly granted to any-
body for the treatment of pig swill as far
as I koow. Earlier this evening I under-
atood the Minister to say that 11 permits
have been issned to people to treat the swill
with proper plants.
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The Minister for Lands: That is eorrect.

Mr. LESLIE: I presume that any pig-
breeder who installs a proper plant to treat
swill will obtain a permit fo carry out that
work. If the Hohuse is really interested in
the future of the industry and desires to
avoid severe financial loss to the State
which would follow an outbreak of fever
in the industry, we must insist that the
regulation be enforeed.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.37]: Although this question ap-
pears to be a simple one it will not be
simply resolved hecsuse there are argu-
ments for and against it. When this State
promulgated regulations to prohibit the
feeding of swill to pigs it did nat do so in
contemplation of a permanent measure, It
introduced the regulations in the belief that
they would be of a temporary character to
meet a situation which was abnormal at
that time. From ihat commencement the
regulations have been strengthened. T re-
eall a deputation from the Perth City
Couneil waiting upon the Minister for Agri-
culture asking him for an assurance that
the regulations would not be withdrawn
under a period of five years, because the
council was in negotiation with a firm which
confemplated snbstantial expenditure for

"the purpose of treating swill.

My reecollection of the subjest is that
originally the regulation was regarded as a
temporary expedient. It is rather remark-
able that this is the only State in the Com-
monweglth that should have seen fif to con-
tinue this prohibition. The Minister men-
tioned a circumstance with regard to New
South Wales, but I thought that weakened

Jrather than sirengthened kis argument, He

admitted that there was no prohibitory regu-
lation in that State and said that there had
been two outbreaks of swine fever there
in 20 years. Ts it not singular that in a
State where two outbredks of swine fever
have occurred in 20 years neither the Gov-
ernment nor the department sees fit to have
the regulation we have? I would have
thought that the recurrence of an outbreak
would be a circumstance requiring actiom
to be taken rather than a eircumstance.to
emphasise the fact that there was no regu-
lation in foree.

The Aefing Premier:

Perhaps they are
inoculating the pigs there. :
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 1 do not think so.
I understand there is no regulation pro-
bibiting the use of swill in Great Britain
or America. We know that the Americans
raise hogs, to use their own ferm, in an
extensive way, I do not advocate the nse
of swill for feeding pigs, as 1 believe pigs
should be fed on good wholesome food in
the same way as other animals.

The Minister for Landa: T did mention
that in Great Britain ull swill is sterilised
in municipal plants before being supplied to
~ the pig-farmers.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What about the
small farmers in the country areas? Do they
obtain the sterilised swill or are they al-
lowed to use cabbage lesves from their own
farms? .

The Minister for Lands: T am not sure.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They would not
be allowed to do so under this regulation
That is the whole trouble about it; it is so
all-embracing in character ,that food which
conld not possibly be contaminated with the
germ of swine fever or foot and mouth
disease cannot be used as pig-food unless
it is first boiled. It seems to me that that
might be pushing the matter a little too
far, especially in view of the faet that this
regulation was brought into foree to pre-
vent, the use of foods which could possibly
contain the germ of swine fever. I suppose
that finally & decision on this matter will
torn on the question of the ratio of the
economie advantage to be derived from using
swill to the degree of risk involved in using
it. Timid people, who will not take any
risk, will be all out for prohibition. I am
reminded of the action of the Government
regarding the use of coal in the recent elec-
tricity trouble. If we are not prepared to
take any risk whatever then, of course, the
line to follow is to clamp down and at once
prokibit everything which might be a danger.
If we carried out that principle in connec-
tion with gl things whieh affect us we would
be like a man in a straitjacket. We run
all sorts of risks ourselves in various ways
and if we set out o eliminate all possible
risk then we shall certainly have a job to do.

Consider the risk we runm, for ezample,
when we vigit a friend in hospital, but we
visit him despite the risk. Consider the risk
we run when we drink milk, but we take the
risk and drink milk. There are many things
we use which contain elements of risk. That
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is the risk involved here. Bhould we take
the risk of swine fever heing introduced into
the piggeries because of the use of some
contaminated food or should we take a step
which will eliminate all risk ag far as pos-
Ultimately that would become a
question of economies. If we lose more by
prohibiting the feeding of swill than we

" wouid ultimately lose if we had an epidemie

of swing fever then it would not be scond
economics to prohibit its use. If, on the
other hand, we did not lose very much, eom-
paratively, by prohibiting the use of swill,
but would lose a lot through an ontbreak
of swine fever, then our course ought to be
to prohibit the use of swill We bhave to
make up our minds about that.

The farmer who wants to use swill will
not contemplate any risk at all. He would
admit little or no risk; he is anxzicns to use
the swill and will do all he can to get per-
mission to do s0. The man who is not rais-
ing pigs and consequently is mot interested
in getting food for them will be inclined
fo say, “Let us take action that will stop
these people from using swill, which might
introduce a disease into the country.” 8o
it will boil down, as far as the general publie
is concerned, to & matter of personal interest,
Those who have some connection with the
trade will take a certain line of action. It
is natoral for officers of a Government de-
partment to be cautious and eliminate risk.
What have they to gain by taking a risk?
Nothing! They have everything to lose.
Should the officers recommend the Govern-
ment to 1ift the regulations and an epidemic
oceur, they will be blamed, make no mistake
about that.

Mr. Leslie: What about the Government
being blamed ?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No. It wonld
sheller behind the officers, as it did the other
night when I raised a question in conngction
with the Crown Law Department.

Mr. Leslie: You still blame the Govern-
ment. '

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: If the officers of a
department recommended the lifting of a
regulation and the Government acted on that
recommendation, the officers would be blamed
for any mistake made, because the Govern-
ment would say, “We are entitled to accept
expert adviee”  Therefore, can anyone
biame the offlcers if they do not take the
risk? It is much better for them to play
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safe and keep the regulation in force, be-
cause if an epidemic broke out, which is
extremely unlikely, no blame would be at-
tachable to them, for what more could they
do than recommend the *course to be fol-
lowed ?

Mr. Leslie: What if the (Government
flies in the faee of that recommendation?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This Government
would never do that. The only occasion
in which it would fly from recommenda-
tions by experienced officers would be in
regard to Co-operative Bulk Handling, and
it has already done that. That is the only
instance I ean recall where this Govern-
ment has acted contrary to the advice of
expert officers. In all other instances it
is very pleased 1o accept the advice and
rely upon it. That is what it is doing in
this case, and I do not blame it. The ques-
tion private members have to ask them-
selves is, what is the right thing to do after
weighing up the pros and cons?

I am going to vote against the molion
because I am not in favour of using swill
at all for feeding pigs. In connection with
this matter I think the member for Bev-
erley made a very sound suggestion. There
is a very much better use to which swill
can be put than the feeding of pigs, and
that is' to make a compost of it and use it
as a fertilizser for the growing of good
wholesome stuff to feed to pigs; and that
is an aspeet which might be investigated.
It would save this substantial loss which is
being incurred by the Perth City Couneil,
and would provide something which would
be eagerly sought after by persons who re-
quire fertiliser for ground urgently need-
ing it.

I think that would be & much better unse
to which to put the swill than by trying
to utilise it as a food, and especially some
of the wash that I have. seen which is sap-
posed to be valuable as pig-foed. No won-
der the pig is regarded as a dirty animal
when we see some of the ways in which
pigs are fed! Then we expeect people to
eat the flesh that is grown on such unwhole-
some food! Many years ago I read a very
interesting article, written by a doctor, on
the value of various types of meat which
were available for human food; and this
doctor very roundly condemned pig-meat
because of the way pigs were fed-—not be-
cause of any characteristic of the animal
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itself, but because it was unreasonable to
expect to get good sound flesh on animals
that were fed on unwholesome food. He
mentioned a pumber of things that were
thrown to pigs as food; and we know how
common is the expression, ‘** Why, the thing
is not even fit for pigs'’: meaning, of
course, that when it is not fit for anybody
else it might be tried ont on the pig and,
if he will not eat it, it must be pretty bad.

That emphasises what a lot of people
think about the type of food required for
pigs. My view is that the pig is just as
much entitled to good wholesome food as ‘is
any other animal, and he will show results
if he is fed on grain. We know that in the
United States they use maize very substan-
tially for the feeding of their hogs and the
result is very satisfactory. While I agree
with a good deal that was said by the mem-
ber for Middle Swan—a lot of which was
not answered by the Minister, who skirted
around it—

The Minister for Lands: What an unkind
thing to say!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister knows
it is true, though! While I agree with a
good deal of what the hon. member said,
and especially with his contention that this
regulation is all-embracing; and while L
think it goes a bit further than is necessary,
I am not prepared to knock it out and so
leave it that untreated food can be fed to
pigs. That is undesirable. But I suggest
that the Government might make some in-
quiries from Departments of Agriculture
in the other States with a view to ascertain-
ing the reasons why they have not seen fit
to impose a prohibition like this. Possibly
the Honorary Minister for Agriculture
could have the question diseussed at & meet-
ing of the Agricultural Couneil, because it
is an important one. It affects quite a big
industry, and it is 2s well that we should
know the impaet upon it of the action which
is being taken. It should not be left to the
decision made here tonight without any fur-
ther action being taken. The matter should
be inquired into further to demonstrate
whether we are setting a good example here
or taking some unnecessary action.

MR, GRAYDEN (Middle Swan—in
reply) [8.56]: I regret to some extent that
this motion came forward tonight. Most of
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us had anticipated it would have been dis-
cussed next Wednesday, and I know a num-
ber of members who would have spoken in
favour of it. 1T also regret that members
appear to have already made up their minds
on the issue. The ease for the disallowance
of the regulation was submitted possibly a
month ago. The Minister replied today;
and, without hearing the reply to the Min-
ister, members have practically without ex-
ception already made up their minds how
they are going to vote. I regret that very
much indeed, and 1 hope they will recon-
sider their attitude,

Mr. Hoar: I have still an open mind, so
go for your life!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am glad to hear that.
In the first place, may I clear up one mis-
apprehension?  The Minister made the
solemn statement that 11 of these pigfarmers
in the metropolitan area had heen granted
licenses for sterilisation plapts. That state-
ment was made and referred fo by other
members. 1 want o tell the Minister that
only two licenses have been granted, one to
Mr. Ferguson and another to Mr. Mason.
So the statement by the Minister is wholly
incorrect. I do not blame the Minister, but
the Department of Agricultore.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is the hon. member
eertain of that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am ecertain of it. I
am in contact with these 11 people, whe
have big plants, and only two have received
permits,

The Minister for Lands: My notes from
the responsible officer say.that the majority
of these men have been granted licenses.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That is in line with pre-
vious experiences I have had with the depart-
ment in connection with this industry. We
have heard quite a number of speakers
against the disallowance of this regulation,
but they are at cross-purposes with those
supporting the motion. I have not moved
for the disallowance of the regulation be-
cause its abolition is desired, but simply
because a more effective and more equitable
and practieable regulation is wanted. Yet
we have had one member after another talk
as thongh the abolition of the regulation had
been advocated. We want other and better
regulations introduced. The member for
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Irwin-Moore quoted several letters from or-
ganisations which were obvicusly under the.
impression that we songht to remove the
regulation with the object of permitting an
open go. They are under a complete mis-
apprehension, because we want it disallowed
80 that more effective regulations ean be in-
troduced.

The Minister for Lands: You did not say
that,

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1 made it extremely
clear when I moved ihe motion, I have
moved for the disallowance of the regulation

"because I believe that not only is it iniquitons

but it will eripple the pig industry in West-
ern Australia. I shall point out a little later
in exactly what way it will affect the in-
dustry. The regulation has been designed
by the Agricultural Department simply to
cover up a mistake it made. It introduced
the regulation to prevent the feeding of swill,
and in doing so it deprived 50 families in the
metropolitan area alone of a livelihood.

The Minister for Lands: It has sent them
out of business. .

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, right out of busi-
ness,

The Minister for Lands: Swine fever did
not do that, did it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: No, it was the attitude
of the Depariment of Agrieulture. It put
these 50 people out of business and then
negotiated with one firm, Fergusons, to have
a complete monopoly ¢f the swill in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Triat: It is getting a habit with this
Government.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I have two sereeds here
from the Agrienltural Department dealing
with the early stages when the department
was putting up a proposition to the Perth
City Council. I have nothing against Mr.
Ferguson. I believe he is an enterprising
busiress man and I say “Good luck,” to him,
My concern in this instance is over the 50
families who have been deprived of swill
for their pigs. In some cases they have been
depending on it for more than 20 years. The
regulation is all-embracing. About the only
thing it will not cover is a bag full of bran
or pollerd. It will cover cabbage leaves. Of
the greenstoff fed to pigs, possibly 50 per
cent. comes from greengrocers’ shops in the
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metropolitan area. Under the regulations
the pig farmers will be prevented from get-
ting cabbage leaves, fruit, ete., from those
shops. It will cover skimmed milk, and
practically everything.

Mr. Kelly: Are these pigfarmers using
digesters?

Mr, GRAYDEN: They are allowed to use
this greenstuff if they put it through a
digester which costs £400. The man who
feeds no swill, but a few cabhage leaves only,
has to install a £400 plant in order to feed
cabbage leaves once & week to his one pig,

The Minister for Lands: That is not guite
true because there are no restrictions on
waste from the markets or sny market
garden.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am glad to hear the
Minister say that. I went to the Agricultural
Department and presented the regulations to
McKenzie Clark. To my representations
he seid the department was not going to
administer the regulations to the very letter.
S0 T went back to the pigfarmers in my
elestorate and told tbem that. I thought
I could rely on it because I got it from
McKenzie Clark. Two weeks later the pig-
farmers came to me with their snummonses.
Action wag being faken against them by
the Department of Agriculiure. I have
here copies of some statutory declarations
by these pecple. The first is from Mr.
Nowotny of Forrestfield, as follows :—

Officials from the Department of Agricul-
ture called on me and informed me that from
then on fruit and greens collected from green-
grocers would be regarded as swill and must
be treated under steam pressure before being
fed to pigs.

That is in direet conflict with what
McKenzie Clark told me and what the
Minister is trying to tell us now.

The Minister for Lands: It is nothing of
the sort. I spoke of markets and market
gardeners. I never mentioned fruitshops.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister says that
these people will be denied the apportunity
of petting cabbage leaves from the small
greengroeers’ shops.

The Minister for Lands: They will.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, and 50 per cent.
comes from there. So the man who feeds
no swill at all, but only eabbage leaves so
as to give his pigs some greenstuff because
he is not 50 miles out of Perth where he can
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grow it, and has not water laid on, will not
be allowed to get the greenstuff from the
grocer because of the regulations.

The Minister for Lands: Because he gets
it from shops handling cooked meats.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister says it is
because of the cooked meats.

The Minister for Lands: I am glad to
see you looking so happy. You were not
toe happy over fish,

My. GRAYDEN: The Minister may not
be too happy over fish for too long either.
The next one is from Mr. J. D. MeNeil of
Welshpool in which the states—

I, James MecNeil, of Welshpool Road, Welsh-
pool, pig farmer, do hereby wish to state that
during April a Mr. Robinson, an inspector of
the Stock Department of Department of Ag-
riculture, called on me and informed me that
from then on that I must cease the practice
of feeding vegetable and fruit waste to my
pigs. This I had been doing since I hegan
operations in 1943 to the knowledge of the
department until receiving the above order.

The last one is from Mr. Riordan as
under—

I, Patrick Riordan, of Wright Street, South

Belmont, pig farmer, do hereby wish to state
that in the month of February Mr. Robin-
son, an officer of the Stock Department of the
Department of Agriculture, calied on me and
informed me that from ther on I must cease
the practice of feeding vegetable and fruit
waste to my pigs.
They are statutory declarations from
people who are actudlly concerned. Those
things have oceurred despite the solemn as-
surance given me by the Director of Agri-
culture, McKenzie Clark, that the depart-
ment would not administer these regnlations
to the letter. The Minister inferred earlier
that the regulation would not embrace the
smaller shops, although he has since clarified
the point.

The Minister for Lands:.I said nothing
of the sort.

Mr, GRAYDEN: If the Minister refers
to the report of his speeeh in “Hansard” he
will find he did. The regnlation affects not
only the pigfarmers in the metropolitan
area, but those throughout the State. The
regulation provides—

No owner of swine shall in any part of
Western Australia collect or utilise any kit-
chen or other refuse or pig wash from any
hotel, slaughterhouse, boardinghouse, military

or other camp or prcmises, or any premises
whatsoever.
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So we can see it is all-embraeing. It is
pot even lawful for a man to feed his pigs
seraps from his own kitehen. Farmers
throughout the State sre not going to bury
their kitchen scraps or make compost of
them. Of course they will continue to feed
such seraps to their pigs. I know they will
have departmental officers taking them tc
court for doing so, from time to time. There
again, Mr. McKenzie Clark said the regu-
lations would not be administered to the
letter in that regard. I told that to the pig-
farmers in' my electorate, and again they
were summonsed. Mr. Nowoiny, of Forrest.
Beld, declares—

Officials from the Department of Agricnl-
ture called on me and informed me that from
then on fruit and greens collected from green-
grocers would be regarded as swill and must
be treated under steam pressure before being
fed to pigs.

Mr. E. K. Nowotny, of Hale-road, Forrest-
field, pigfarmer, states—

T do hereby wish to state that I was con-

victed and fired in the Perth Police Court
on my own admission that T utilised food
waste from my own kitchen, 'The magistrate
said, *‘I am sorry to conviet you on your own
evidence, ‘but the Act is sufficiently wide to
include your own hounsehold seraps.’’
As the resnli of these regulations, he was
fined. Those who have spoken against my
motion wers at cross-purposes, inasmuech as
I do not want to abolish the regulations
altogether but to have athers introduced that
would be moré effective. Swine fever first
occurred in this State in 1916, and not again
until 1942, It ocecurred in 1942 becanse the
Yanks were here and were importing pig-
meats from oversea. Swine fever oeeurred
in the other States also about that time,
and they applied restrictions, but later lifted
them. We have continued these regulations.
As the member for Victoria Park pointed
out, it cost the ratepayers of Perth £10,000
per vear to bury the swill and the actual
value of the swill so disposed of was
£137,000. That is the type of thing the
Department of Agriculture is doing.

The Minister for Lands: It cost the
State £30,000 in compensation.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, because the auth-
orities Killed 10,000 pigs, #md not beecause
20 or more pigs died of swine fever. They
went ahead with this comprehensive
slaughtering policy and slaunghtered 10,000
pigs, at a total cost of only £30,000. In
the war years they buried £137,000 worth
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of swill at a cost to the ratepayers of
£10,000 each year. There was an outbreak
of the disease in 1916 and not another until
1942,

The Minister for Lands: You seem tg treat
the matter lightly.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister will not
say tkat when I reach the end of my speech,
as there are other facts to be brought for-
ward. We are foisting on pigfarmers small
sterilisers that eost £400 each, but these men
may not have more than five or six pigs.

The Minister for Lands: You hawked it
round the House long enough.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The commonsense way
to sterilise the swill would be to beil it in
vats, as has been done for many years, That
iz what wag done between 1916 and 1942,
and it was not even policed, but we now
say that it should be policed. T suggest
that the pigfarmers be licensed, and they are
anxions for that to be done. They are willing
to pay £5 5s. or so each for the license, and
that fee conld go towards the cost of main-
taining ingpeetors. If that were done, wa
could have the same method of freating
swill as was used for so many years during
which there was no outbreak of swine fever.
That method could be policed and the cost
would be paid by the pigfarmers themselves,
If swill is boiled for two hours, it is steril-
ised as effectively as is possible by any
means, One could boil it for a further two
weeks without making it any more sterile.

The pigfarmers in the metropolitan area
are not running just a few pigs, as some
members bave mentioned, but in some ecases
thousands. One had 3,000 pigs yearly before
the war. They are in a big way and it is in
their jnterests to insure against future out-
breaks of swine fever. They say that if they
were licensed and inspectors appointed, the
treatment of swill eculd be policed, and they

. would he agreeable to extremely heavy pen-
alties being inflicted and to their licenses
being taken away on a second offence,
Nothing could be fairer than thai, Not even
the wember for Irwin-Moore can deny that
it swill is hoiled for twq hours it is effee-
tively sterilised, The methoed I have sug-
gested would enable full use to be made of

, swill throughout the State. What will be the
regult of these regulations if they are en-
dorsed by the House? Some Country Party



1248

members should be aware that in 1942 there
were 149,000 pigs in this State, while this
year there are only 100,000.

Mr. Marshall: And there will be less when
these regulations are enforced.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Pig production in
Western Australia bas deereased since that
time by one-third.

The Minister for Lands: What is the
canse of that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The regulations are re-
sponsible for it. I have here some letters,
from people engaged in the pigraising in-
dustry, whick will enlighten the House on
that point. Our pig production has decreas-
ed by one third since the regulations were in-
troduced, and the Department of Agrienl-
ture has not yet got into its stride in ad.
ministering them. Up to date it has been
concentrating on the smaller men in the
meiropolitan area.

Mr, Ackland: ‘Has pig- production gone
down by one-third since January?

Mr. GRAYDEN: What an astounding
suggestion! The feeding of pigswill was
prevented in 1942 and since that time the
number of pigs in the State has declined
by one-third,

The Minister for Lands: But 3’r0u said it
was since the regulations.

Mr. GRAYDEX: Other regulations have
been in foree, The Department of Agricul-
ture is just getting into its stride. It has
been on the job all the time but it only
introdueed these new regulations in Janu-
ary and by the powers given under them it
will be able to operate on an even wider
scale. So, what is going to be the result
in the next s'x months? The department
has been enforcing these latest amendments
to the regulationg for only six months!

Mr. Hoar: We will have all the swill and
no pigs.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There is no doubt
ahout that. We should re-name our Depart-
ment of Aprictlture. I bave always under-
stood, in the past, that after a State be-
comes a little more civilised we set up &
Government. That Government forms vari-
ous departmiuts and, in this instance
it forms th: Department of Agrieunl-
ture. The job of that Department of
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Agriculture should be to stimulate the pro-
duction of a couniry, and no-ome will dis-
pute that. But I suggest that instead of
this Department of Agrieulture being one
to increase production, it is a department
that has decreased production.

The Minister for Lands: Don't say that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It hag succeeded in
doing that.

The Minister for Lands: Don’t be silly.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We have the facts and
if the Minister cannot absorb them—

Hon, A. H. Panton: You would not ex-
peet him to.

The Mixfister for Lands: I must admit
that I canrnot understand the hon. member.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister knows
very well that the department inirodueed
regulations in 1942 and hefween that date
and 1949 the pig production dropped by
one-third. That has bheen the result of the
regulations. Could anyone, therefore, eall
the department anything else but the de-
pertment for decreased production. It
naturally follows that it should be called
such a name.

The Minister for Lands: It is easy
enough for anyone to get up in this House
and sling off at the department.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The department has re-
duced the pig production in this State by
one-third over the last few years and now
it is just getting into its stride, The regu-
lations have just been! amended and they
completely cut out pigswill. Previously jt
was enforeed only in the metropolitan area
but now it will be effective throughout the
whole State. Pigswill, as a food for pigs,
cannot be disregarded inasmueh as it s
one of the largest sources of pigfood in
the State. It will always be so. We have
g tremendous amount coming from the
metropolitan aTea; we have some from Ger-
aldton, some from Albany, some from Nor-
tham and some from Kalgoorlie.

In every town there is one hotel—
there might be nothing else—but from
that one hotel .we get pigswill and some
farmer comes along and picks it up. Mem-
bers can thus see that throughout the State
the amount of pigswill available comprises
one of the largest sourees of pigfood. How-
ever, by these regulations we will wipe out
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that source of food and the Minister can-
_ not derny it. This will mean that any per-
gon who has half g dozen pigs will have to
put in a plant worth £400, even though he
may not be able to afford it. That means
that all the pigswill in this State will be
lost to the industry. Therefore our pig pro-
duetion will drop even further,

The Minister for Lands: If yon say
much more about pigswill, the people will
go off pork

Mr, Yates: Has not the Perth City Coun-.

eil been burying swill np till recently?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It has in the metro-
politan area, but not in the country dis-
tricts. In connection with that point, I
think the Department of Agriculiure has
done surprisingly well by decreasing the
pig population.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Sabotaged it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: But the department
will do even better in the fauture, now that
the regulations have been amended.

The Minister for Lands: Swine fever had
pothing to do with it!

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister tells us
that swine fever had nothing to do with
the reduetion in the pig production.

The Minister for Lands: It had nothing
to do with the reduction in the pig supply;
it was all becanse of the regulations!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAYDEN: This in one of two
States in the Commonwealth which has regu-
lations ¢f this nature.

The Minister for Lands:
been a progressive State.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We are progressing all
right. We have decreased production by
one-third and we will reduce it even further
in future. Other States have no regulations
of this kind, They did impose them when
the outhreaks occurred but the regulations
were lifted after the outbreaks had been con-
trolled. The Minister has also given the
House to understand that in England they
have over-all regulations regarding the
handling of pigswill. That is not so.

The Minister for Lands:
that.

Mr, GRAYDEN: If the Minister did not
say. it, then T withdraw my remarks on that
partienlar point.

We have always

T did not say
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Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: You have hiny
on the Tum.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In Englend, when an
outbreak of swine fever occurs, the pigs are
inoculated and isolated in the areas where
the fever oceurs. But, they still allow them
to feed pigswill.

Mr. Yates: It ig sterilised, though.

M. GRAYDEN: It is not sterilised.
They feed it raw and boiled.

Mr, Yates: It is sterilised. :

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not know what the
memoer for Canning knows on that parti-
cular point but [ happen to know that it is
not & fact because I have & letier from Eng-
land sapporting my statement.

The Minister for Lands: He probably
knows as much as you do sbout it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I should hope that the
member for Canning knows a lot more than
the Minister.

Labour members: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAYDEN: W did not have an
outbreak of swine'fever between 1914 and
1942, During those years hundreds and
thousands—ang possibly millions—of pounds
worth of pigswill was fed to pigs. In the
war years alone when it was buried in the
metropolitan area, there was £137,000 worth.
Therefore, how much worth was produoced
between the years 1914 to 19427 After this
lapse of years we had an outbreak in 1942
and the Department of Agrieulture killed
10,000 pigs, in many cases needlessly, but
the pigs were killed. That cost £30,000.
Now we are probably going to face another
26 years without one outbreak of swine
fever and yet for the whole of that 26 years
we intend to deprive Western Australia of
pigswill. The pig industry is to be deprived
of millions of pounds worth of swill heecause
we had one little cutbreak, We effectively
stopped it when we did have it just as every
other State has done. Yet, that is the policy
of the Department of Agrieulture,

Hon. A, R, G. Hawke: And the Govern-
ment, )

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, and the Govern-
ment, T ean only say that it is a weird poliey.

Mr. Grabam: It is a weird Government.

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is in accord with
one or two other things that have happened
recently. We had one the other night in
eonnection with the fish canning industry,

T
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to which the Minister referred, and one or
{wo other things have happened as well. It
i3 the most weird policy that 1 have ever
come in contact with. A Government, an
Agricultural Department, ean sei out to
deprive a State and a country of millions of
pounds of feed because they have one little
outbreak of swine fever in 26 years. The
outhreak was checked in a few weeks &t a
cost of £30,000, Then they proceed to kill
the pigs. I know of one property where
they left a few pigs. They ran into the
bush and some months later they were
caught and eaten. Those pigs ecaused no
ill effects to the people that ate them though
bundreds of others on the property were
killed by the Agrienitural Department.

Hon. A. R: G. Hawke: No wonder you
are deserting the (Government. -

Mr. Reynolds: When are you going to
resign?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I would like to read a
letter from W. O, Johnston & Sons which
firm is one of the biggest manufacturers of
smallgoods in the State. - They deal with &
tremendous quantity of pigmeats yearly and
they say this:—

Re pig gwill.—Further to our discussion on

the above subject we now record the +fact
that in the writer’s opinion the present regu-
lations in regard to pig swill are definitely
detrimental to pig production in the metro-
politan area. At present the production of
pig meats is at a very low level and we dre
repeatedly turning down orders for export due
to the shortage of supplies. We estimate that
in the metropolitan area alome the pig popu-
lation has dropped at least 40 per cent. since
the introduection of the present controls om
awill,
That company buys pigmeats and it .should
know something about the position, but the
Minister disagrees with them on that parti-
cular point. Continuing with the letter—

Lest there should e any misunderstanding
we wish to make it clear that we consider
_ some measure of eontrol is essential but sug-
geat that the ecollection of supplies of swill
could be confined to registered pig prowers,
and regulations pazetted coppelling them to
boil the swill for a specified period which
would make the use of this class of food per-
fectly safe. In view of the acule shortage
and high price of other types of pig-foed we
are of the opimion that a relinquishing of
control, which would promote the mnse of pig
swill to registered growers, would do much
to eke out the present shortage of other types
of food, and would be benmeficial in achieving
greater production of pigs which are so urg-
ently needed at present.

Y
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Here is ancther letter from Watson’s Supply
Stores—

With reference to your request to us for
our opinion regarding the feeding of ewill to
pigs, we have given this matter a lot of seri-
ous consideration and in our opinion the Act
and Regulations as they stand today can
prove detrimental to the pig industry. Firstly,
we would like to° point out that the number
of pigs produced in the metropolitan area at
the present time would be at least 40 per
cent. below the number produced in the metro-
politan area before 1942, No doubt the re-
strictions on the feeding of swill have been
responsible for most of the reduection in pro-
duction, Secondly, we would like to state that
we are very much in favour of strict comtrol
over the use of swill as a ration for pig-feed.
We think that thi source of supply should
be registered and the pig farmer asing swill
should also be registered. Both the source of
supply and the pig farmer using swill should
be under strict supervision,

The Minister for Lands: They are backing
the Government.

Mr. GRAYDEN: They are not backing
the Government as, the Minister should be
able to see. He knows perfectly well what
our object is in moving to disallow this
regulation. We are taking that course be-
emuse it is the only one open to us. We want
o introduce a new regunlation which wili be
more practicable.

The Minister for Lands: Watson's Sup-
ply Stores are referring to the burying of
pigswill.

Mr. GRADYEN: They are referring to
nothing of the kind.

"'The Minister for Lands:
buried up till recently.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I wonder whether the
Minister could tell us how recently.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why does not the
Ministar give the hon. member a chance to
meke his reply?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The pigfarmers have
been in contact with Watson’s Supply Stores
recently, and they are under no mis-
apprehension as to what they are referring
in this particular letter, so when the Min-
ister says they are referring to the burying
of pigswill he is entirely on the wrong track.
The letter continnes—

It has been

We alse consider that swill used as a part
of & balanced ration (now that meatmeal ig
in such short supply) ean be a tremondous
help to a pig farmer, and if properly uced
with grain, does not in any way lower the
guality of pork produced.
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That is in conflict with some of the state-
ments that have been made tonight. I heard
one member say that if Watson were choos-
ing belween two pens of pigs he would pay
extra per head for the pigs in one pen as
against the other because they were grain
fed. Yet in this particular letter Watson's
Supply Stores are emphasising that the feed-
ing of swill in no way reduces the quality
of pigs. .

Mr. Styants: What does Johnston know
about the rearing of pigs?

Mr. GRAYDEN: This letter is not from
Johnston; it is from Watson’s Sapply
Stores. They should know quite a lot about
the feeding of pigs because they are in close
contact with the producers. The letter goes
on—

In our opinion, this preduct should be unsed
to the maximum possible and the greater
spread of ‘its use should be encouraged as it
will mean a considerable overall Lift in pro-
duction of pigs. Big treatment worke ean be
detrimental inasfar as in the event uf a break-
down, or the closing down of a big treatment
plant, the difficulty of dispensing of a big
quantity of refuse could prove awkward to
the authorities.

That is a point. Continuing—

In the framing of the regulations, under
the heading of Swill, many items, including
vegetables, have been brought inte the econ-
trol.  Actually this could prove very detri-
mental to pig feeders who pick up vegetables
from marketp and market gardens, to be used
as pig feed. Our suggestion is that swill only,
and bones under certain conditions should be
brought under control by regulation. The pig
industry has fallen into very bad ehape-in
Western Australia. There is now insufficient
pig meat available to supply the Western
Australian need over a large portion of the
* year. .
Might I interpolate here thai there is in-
sufficient pigmeat in Western Australia to
.supply the local market over a large part.
of the year? What is to be the uitimate

effect? We will import pigmeats and im-
mediately we will have the threat of an out-
break of swine fever. Surely it is a better
poliey to feed pig swill te loeal pigs to in-
crease the production than it is to import
pigmeats from foreign countries. Contipu-
irg with the letter— _

We feel that every effort should be made
to etimulate production, and in ouwr opinion
the authorities should make cvery facility
available to the farmers to seeuro foodstuffs
for the production of meat which is so sorely
needed, and not hinder production as eould
be the ecase under the existing regulations.
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Here i3 another letter from Foggitt Jones
Pty. Ltd. and they eommence with—

We are very concerned at the rapid decline
in the production of pigs which has taken
place over the past few years.

They go on to say—

1t is our opinion that the regulations which
have been framed controlling kitchen and
other waste fed to pigs are totally unjust and
will certainly jeopardise a very valuable in-
dustry, We therefore strongly recommend
that these regulations be disallowed and the
breeding and feeding of pigs be encouraged
to enable us to reach that stage where pig
meats can again be exported to Great Britain.
At the moment, owing to the low preduction,
practically no pig meats are being exported,
I have another letter here from Elder, Smith
& Co, but as it is fairly lengthy I will not
bother o read it.

Mr. May: Are they all addressed to fou?

Mr. GRAYDEN: No, they are addressed
to various pigfarmers who handed them to
me. Members can see exactly how these
‘people feel on the subject, and they are
in close contaet with the pigbreeders. Yet
the Agricultural Department says it is far
better to wipe out two-thirds of the pig
population of the State than risk one ont-
break of swine fever that might cost
£30,000. That is to say, it is better to do
that than risk one outbreak of swine fever
in 26 years—not neeessarily that there
would be an outbreak, but merely the risk
of one. I suggest to members if they are
to support the Government in this matter,
that when they are going home tonight they
shonld think of the dog they may own which
is worried by oue or two fleas. I suggest
to them that in those circumstances they
will tuke action that will be akin to what
is contemplated in this instance. They will
have the dog put painlessly to death, so
that they may get rid of those couple of
fleas!

Mr. Hegney:
think about that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Here we are going to
destroy the pig industry becanse we do not
want 1o risk an outbreak of swine fever—
and that type of outbreak d&ould be con-
trolled. That is the position in a nutshell.

What does the Minister

Next I want to touch very briefly upon
what I feel is the dishonest attitude of the
Department of Agriculture in connection
with this particular matter. That is quite
apart from what has been said to me and



1250

which afterwards has been contradicted by
the departmental officials themselves. The
Minister is relying upon adviee received
from the department, and I do noet blame
him upon any particular point. I have had
experience with the department. I say it
has adopted a dishonest attitude. Officers
there have made statements to me but have
gone away and completely ignored them,

The Minister, acting on the advice he
received from the department, has inferred
that if we want to treat swill, all that is
necessary is to go to the Agricultural De-
partment and get a permit. Then we can
go to Tomlinsons and at & cost of £400 wo
can proenre a sterilisation plant and then
proceed to treat swill. That is an ntter fal-
lacy. I do not know whether the Minister
gave members that impression, but eertainly
other speakers have. I entirely discount
that suggestion. I have an instance affect-
ing one of my electors. He went to the
Agrieultural Department. He had been
stopped from feeding eabbage leaves to his
pigs. Members will observe that I men-
tioned cabbage leaves, and not swill. He
was told by & deparimental officer -that
he would have to put the leaves through
8 steriliser first. He considered what he
would do and whether he would ask for a
permit. As the result, I have here a statutory
declaration.

The Minister for Lands: What is the date
of that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is dated the 26th
July, 1949, and reads—

I, Robert Bharp, of Boulder Avenue, Bel-
mont, hereby solemnly and sincerely declare I
am eondueting a pig farm.

That towards the end of February, 1949, T
had a visit from a Mr. Robinson of the De-
partment of Agrienlture. He asked me what
T wag feeding my pigs on. I #old him that
I was feeding on green stuff, waste vege-
tables and wheat and horse meat at the time.
He told me that T could not pick up green
stuff from greengrocers’ shops and he advised
me that T would have to install g digester if
I wighed to do so.

Here we have an inspector of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture advising him along
those lines. He prevented this man from
feeding his pigs with vegetables and so forth,
and told him he would have to put in a
sterilising plant as a cost of aboul £400. To
proceed—

The following weck I called on Tomlinsons
Ltd. and inquired ahout a digester. Subse-

quently the same day I ealled on Mr. Toop
of the Department of Agriculture—
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He is a gentleman I have had quite a lot
to do with in connection with this business.
—regarding the possibility of me getting a
permit to pick up swill,
He is a modest type of person and before
doing anything he went along to ascertain
what his chances were. He continues—
He asked me, supposing T had a plant, how
did I know I was going to get any ewill as
the output of swill in Perth was 90 tons a
c'l;ly_,t and Fergusons Ltd. had to get 60 tons
of it.
That is a serious statement and bears out
what I have said that the Agricultural
Department was prepared to grant a mono-
poly. However, we forced the position and
no-one knows better than I do how many
times we had to go to the department. We
could not get anywhere, and would not have
got anywhere, had it not been for the Hon-
orary Minister for Agriculture, Hon. G. B.
‘Woaod, who insisted upon the matter being
investigated. Some inguiries were made and
eventually we got the sanction of the depart-
ment. We were told that if we installed a
digester we could {reat, cabbage leaves and
swill. Here is & man who goes along with
the idea of doing that and the officials laugh
at him and say, “If vou get the plant, how
do you think you will get the swill beeause
we are going to see that Fergusons get their
i0 tons first.”

Mr. Yates: A supply of 60 tons would
feed 1,000 more than Fergusons have today.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Can-
ning should know that when the plant was
originally put.in it was to feed 10,000 pigs.
It was to take the whole of the output of
swill in the metropolitan area. While it
was building up its herds the firm was going
to treat the swill and sell the output to
farmers. Later on when its own herds had
been built up, the firm would use all the
swill for its own requirements. However,
I have read the statutory declaration. What
does the Minister say to that?

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley:
poliey | ‘ '

Mr. GRAYDEN: Members in considering
this matter may believe that the regulations
will be administered fairly. I think they
have now sufficient evidence adduced to show
that they will not be administered fairly. I
feel I have made it clear just what harm will
be dope to the pig industry if members do

Government
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not vote in favour of the motion. If they
do not do that, they, I consider, will have
accomplished more to destroy the pig in-
dustry than any other single action that
could be taken in the State.

Hon. A. H. Panton : Do you know whether,
if a person got a license, he would have to
get a permit as well to install the plant se
that he could treat the swill?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes. I wish to place
before the House some particulars from a
cutting I have taken from a farmers’ paper
published in New Zealand. Under the head-
line “Outstanding Achievement of Swine
Husbandry” some interesting particulars are
set out. After dealing with the weight of
pigs and so forth it says—

Garbage the Main Food:—

That means to say, pigswill that we are de-
erying in this State and want to abolish
the use of-—

Garbage was also the main feed for the

litter and was obtained from the training
college at Ardmore.
The garbage was not obtained from some
obscure farm tucked away in the mever-
never of New Zealand, but from an agn-
. cultura] training college! In the “Western
Mail” of the 11th August I find the follow-
ing headline:—

Swill-Fed Pigs Do Best.

I asked myself what some of the country
members know about pigraising. I am aware
that there is & large section in the country
that says, “Why allow one small gection
of the industry to have access to a cheap
pigfood? Why have we to compete with
them when they can feed pigswill which
we cannot get? They ean get it at a much
lower cost than we have to pay for our pig-
food.” That parochial attitude is adopted
by a certain section of eountry people who
do not want the metropolitan pigfarmers
to have aceess to pigswill.

The Minister for Lands:
artiele?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not know. I refer
the Minister to Malecolm Uren. I under-
stand he edits the ‘“Western Mail.” The
" article is not signed.

The Minister for Lands: You might have
written it yourself.

Who wrote the
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Mr. GRAYDEN: As it is not signed, I
take it that the article expressed the views
of the “Western Mail.” I do not think the
Minister will dispute that statement. I
omitted to read the first portion of the head-
line, which is “Commercial pigkeepers were
surprised to learn that—" Then follows
the headline which I quoted, “Swill-Fed
Pigs Do Best.” The article reads—

A comparative feeding test conducted by
the Farmers’ Union in England has revealed

that swill-fed pigs do best, so that money
subscribed for the test was well spent.

So convinced were most of the 400 commer-

cial pig keepers in Middlesex that concen-
%rated kitchen waste has filling value but little
or no feeding value that they willingly ‘sub-
seribed to0 a8 fund to make a feeding test of
comparative methods of nutrition. Results
have been spectacular,
The article then goes on to state how awill-
fed pigs exeelled over those given other food.
Yet the Honorary Minister for Agriculture
says that we are more progressive in this
State.  As regards pigswill, we are 100
years behind the times. In England they
admit it is the best food. Here we have
a regulation that prohibits its use.

The Minister for Lands: A regulation deal-
ing with the treatment of pigswill.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister said we
have a regulation to control pigswill. .

The Minister for Lands: No, for its treat-
menét.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I bave read a statutory
declaration to the House which contains the
statement that one man tried to get a permit
for a sterilisation plant, but was refused it.
How ean the Minister assert that the regu-
lation was promulgated in order to assist in
the treatment of swill?

The Minister for Lands:
available i3 treated.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was treated op till
1942: that is why we then had one-third
more pigs in the State. Since the regulations
were promulgated and swill has not been
treated, pig production has fallen by one-
third.

The Minister for Lands: That was the
time when the pigs were buried. I agree
with you there.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In the issue of the
“Western Mail” of the 21st July last there
appears a letter from A. A. Bloomfield, jor.,
honorary seeretary of the Metropolitan Pig

All the swill
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Farmers’ Association, who knows twice as
much about pigraising as do some of the

experts of the Agricultural Department. In
his letter he says—

Recent statements by the Acting Chief
Vetc:rina_ry Surgeon (Mr. C. R, Toop) con-
cerning imported stock diseases may present a
rogy picture to the gemeral publie of efficient
management by the Department of Agrieul-
ture, Unfortunately those of us who are as-
sociated with pigraising know that ruthless
slaughter and the present swill-feeding regu-
lationg are not quite so efficient and do not
ereate such a Utopia as pietured in the article.
_For instance there are thousands of tons of
kitchen waste being utilised as pig feed in
country centrea in this State. This waste is
equally vuloerable to imported diseases and
is often used without the preliminary precau-
tion of beiling.
In the same issue of the “Western Mail”
there is a reply by Mr. Toop, who says—

The outbreak of swine fever in 1942 was
responsible for the loss of 13,000 pigs, ap-
proximately 10,000 of which died in the metro-
politan area within the space of a month.
But Mr. Toop does not say that they were
killed becavse one or two pigs in a herd
showed signs of the disease, His letter pro-
céeds—

A gimilar and probably greater risk exista

at the present time. Large numbers of mi-
grants are entering Australia and are bring-

ing with them parcels of foodstuff eontaining °

uncgoked meat products. 600 1b. of this ma-
terial was intereepted at Fremantle during
May. .

We have officers on the wharf to stop that
sort of thing. But there was no outbreak
of swine fever between 1914 and 1942 amd
vet pigmeats wore being brought into the
State during those vears. There was no
outbreak after World War I, when migrants
were coming to this State and bringing large
quantities of piemeats with them. But the
officer of the department now comes along
and points out this danger! The member
for Trwin-Moore hkeld np in this Chamber
two sausapres which he said came from some
Asiatic eonntry. I point ocut to him that
similar sausages have been coming here for
26 vears, but they did not introduce swine
fever. I do not know where he procured
the sausages; perhaps they were part of the
600 1b. referred to in Mr. Toop's letier. It
would he easy to procure them if one wrote
for them, but that is not the point.

The large number of pigfarmers in the
metropolitan area are not in the happy posi-
tion of the country pigfarmers, mor are
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those on the Goldfields. The metro-
politan pigfarmers cannot furn their
pigs out into a paddock to root up turnips
and other root vegetables and then throw
in a few tins of boiled wheat, or perhaps
drag a dead horse into the paddock. The
metropolitan pigfarmers depend entirely on
swill as a base food for their pigs. Before
the war we were raising 10,000 pigs a year
in the metropolitan area. Apparently there
is nothing to prevent the country pigfarm-
ers from dragging a dead horse into a pad-
dock and leaving it there for a week for
half-a-dozen pigs to feed on. They wounld
very soon disembowel the dead horse and
during the week slowly eat the carcase.
There is going to be nothing against that.
But let that farmer throw one eggshell into
that pigyard and ke will find himself in the
position of the one I mentioned.

The Minister for Lands: You will get the
farmers' support tonight all right.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will not get the sup-
port of a certsin section who want to see
the other pigfarmers deprived of s cheap
source of food, but I will get the support of
al)l those with commonsense and a little im-
agination, who can see that there are more
effective ways of treating swill than are
proposed by the regulation. I apologise for
baving kept the House so long.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
necessary !

Mr., GRAYDEN: It is an extremely im-
portant matter, the most vital one that bas
ever been brought up in connection with the
pig industry in Western Australia. T there-
fore ask members to support the motion. I
reiterate that we ask for the disallowance
of the regulation simply because we want
another introduced that will he more effee-
tive, No-one ean say that it will not be ef-
fective beeanse we are-going to license pig-
farmers and they are going to contribute
£5 Bs. a year, which will ensure that we
shall be able to appoint inspectors to police
the boiling of swill. Such a regulation as we
have in mind will restore pig production in
Western Australia to the 1942 level, hefore
regulations were introduced to stop the feed-
ing of swill to pigs. We will restore. pig
production in this State to that level in-
stead of cutting it even more, which iz what
the amended regulation the Government has
put forward will do,

No apology is

-

’
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I would like to touch on one other point,
.to which reference was made by some mem-
bers who asked what swill is. I would like
to point out that it is nok quite the unsav-
oury concoction that some think it is, inas-
mueh as every item that goes into swill has
been on a restaurant or hotel table and has
gone from there into the swill. It was good
enough for humsn consumption and, simply
because it is all mixed up, that does not
mean it is something that should not be fed
to pigs. Members have heard hoth angles of
this case put forward tonight; and I submit
there can be no doubt in anyonc's mind that
the only practical and effective way fo con-
trol the treatment of swill is to disallow this
regulation and introduce another along the
lines I have suggested. T would remind
members that the future of the pig industry

is in their hands tonight, and would ask-

them to rejeet the all-embracing regulation
for the disallowanee of which I have moved,
with a view to the introduction of something
more effective. Y

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—.

Ayes .. .. - 14
Noes .. .- e 27
Majority against .. .. 13
AYES,

My, Graham Mr. Mav

Mr. Grayden Mr. Nulsen

Mr, Hal? Mr. Panton

Mr. Hegney Mr. Rend

Mr. Hoar Mr. Rodoreda

Mr, Kelly Mr. Bleeman

Mr. Marshall Mr. Brady

( Teller.)
Noks,

Mr. Abbott Mr. Needham

Mr. Ackland Mr, Oliver

My, Bovell Mr. Perkins

Mrs. Qardell-Oliver Mr. Raynolds

Mr. Cornell Mr. Beward

Mr. Coverley Mr. Shearn

Mr. Donay ’ Mr. Styanta

Mt. Hawke Mr, Thorn

Mr, Hil? Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Leslie My. Watts

Mr. Mann Mr., Wild

Mr. McOulloch Mr. Yates

Mr. Murray Mr. Brand

Mr. Nalder {Teller.}

Question thus negatived; the motion de-
feated.

House adjourned at 10.9 p.m.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the

.Cha,ir at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

'BILLS {2)—THIRD READING,

1, Increase of Rent {War Restrictions)
Act Amendment {(No. 4).
Returned to the Assemnbly with amend-
ments.

2, Petroleum Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Assernbly.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 2).

« Asgsembly’s Amendment.
Amendment made by the Assembly now
considered. )
In Commiltlee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in charge
of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN : The Assemblys
a.mendment. is as follows :—

Clause 3. Delete paragraph (d) on page

2. TInsert a new paragraph (d) as follows :—

{d) not less than e total of ninety per
centum shall be prime and seconds oats,
the latter being those held on a 1.5 milli-
metre sieve.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I em in substantial

. agreement with the amendment as I think

it is an improvement, and I shall ask the
Committee to agree to it, but subject to
further amendments. I want to insert after
the word “ centum * the words * of the
whole,” and then I want to asubstitute for



